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— 


ton small business owner alleges that Dhillon acted inappropriately during a business trip to Turkey last month. (File Photo) 


A case of mistaken identity, or a 
major misstep? 

A Brampton councillor is under fire 
over an alleged misconduct charge 
against a female member of an over- 
seas trade mission that took place last 
month. 

Wards 9 & 10 councillor Gurpreet 
Singh Dhillon is the subject of the alle- 
gation, which was made public earlier 
this week by local media outlets and 
independently confirmed by Peel 
Weekly News. 

Sources familiar with the matter 
have said that the woman, who is a 
local business owner, filed a complaint 
to the City of Brampton and Mayor 
Patrick Brown's's office shortly after 


Dhillon returned to Canada from a 
trade mission in Turkey. 

The city confirmed the allegation lev- 
eled against Dhillon in an emailed 
statement sent Tuesday. “Serious alle- 
gations of sexual misconduct involving 
a councillor were recently brought to 
the attention of City of Brampton offi- 
cials,” said an emailed statement from 
senior public relations advisor Natalie 
Stogdill. “The alleged incident oc- 
curred outside of Canada." 

According to the statement, Peel Po- 
lice and the city's integrity commis- 
sioner have also been notified 
regarding the matter. As of Wednesday 
morning, Peel Police stated that there 
is no record of any investigation being 
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made regarding the allegation. 

When reached for comment regard- 
ing the case, Dhillon said that "it has 
come to my attention that an individ- 
ual with a similar name and age to me, 
from Brampton, was recently arrested 
on criminal charges and appeared be- 
fore court. This has led to mistaken 
identity and baseless rumours against 
me." 

"I want to take this opportunity to 
unequivocally make clear that I have 
never been charged, arrested, or been 
under investigation," said Dhillon. 
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Caledon approves $114 property tax Co 
increase in 2020 budget 


A $43 million dollar in- 
vestment in local roads, a 
$17.5 million reconstruction 
project for a local commu- 
nity centre and $1.3 million 
in improvements for local 
sports fields are just some 
of the initiatives laid out by 
the Town of Caledon, which 
approved their 2020 budget 
Tuesday at their regular 
council meeting. 

The approved budget has 
an overall 2.25 per cent res- 
idential tax increase, includ- 
ing the regional levy, which 
translates to approximately 
$114 more in property for 
each household next year. 

Caledon Mayor Allan 
Thompson said Wednesday 
afternoon that the budget 
will help guide the Town’s 
major initiatives for the 
coming year, and balances 
community infrastructure 
and services with reason- 
able tax increases. 

“Council, through a public 
collaborative process, fully 
debated a measurable, real- 
istic budget that will help us 
continue to deliver quality 
municipal services to our 
growing communities, cre- 
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ating a future Caledon we 
can all be proud of,” said 
Thompson. 

Some of the key initiatives 
outlined in the budget in- 
clude: 

- $43.2 million for the 
Roads Capital Program, 
which includes road recon- 
struction/rehabilitation, en- 
vironmental assessment 
and surface treatment 

- $100,000 for the Street- 
light Request Prioritization 
and Installation Program 

- $1.3 million to improve 
local sports fields and play- 
grounds, including North 
Hill Park and a new neigh- 
bourhood park planned for 
Caledon East 

- $3.7 million for the LED 
Streetlight Retrofit Phase 2 


and Adaptive Controls Pro- 
gram 

- $17.5 million for the 
fourth phase of design and 
construction of the Caledon 
East Community Centre, in- 
cluding a new library, pool 
and additional meeting 
rooms 

- $4.1 million to construct 
the Albion Vaughan Acoustic 
Barrier 

- Continuation of a $2.0 
million annual stormwater 
capital investment program 
and additional resources to 
better plan, coordinate and 
implement stormwater ini- 
tiatives 

A full list of the projects 
outlined in the budget can 
be accessed by visiting cale- 
don.ca/budget. 
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ps searching for missing 


Mississauga woman 


Police are searching 
for a Mississauga 
woman who went miss- 
ing earlier this week in 
Milton. 

Peel Police’s Division 
11 Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau revealed 
Wednesday that are 
asking for public help 
locating 51 year-old 
Sandra Villavicencio, 
who was last seen Mon- 
day afternoon at ap- 
proximately 12:40 p.m. 
in the Britannia and 
Trafalgar Road area. 

Villavicencio is de- 
scribed as a white fe- 


male, 5’2”, 130 Ibs, 
small build, brown 
eyes, long black wavy- 
waist length, with 


blonde highlights. She 
was last seen wearing a 
white jacket, blue jeans, 
and black boots. 

In a statement, repre- 
sentatives from Peel Po- 
lice say they have 


concerns for her well- 
being as she suffers 
from a medical condi- 
tion. It is believed that 
she is travelling in a 
four door silver Toyota 
or Honda vehicle. 


Anyone with informa- 
tion relating to this in- 
vestigation is asked to 
call investigators at the 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
1133. 


First residential hospice announced for Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 

Mississauga now has a 
hospice to call its own. 

Representatives from Tril- 
lium Health Partners, Heart 
House Hospice, the province 
and Mississauga council 
braved the cold Tuesday 
morning to reveal plans for 
the city’s first residential 
hospice, which will be lo- 
cated in the Sheridan Park 
area. 

The new hospice, which 
will be located at 2210 
Speakman Drive, will have 
220 long-term care beds to 
aid patients who require 
hospice palliative care in the 
city. The site will also have 
10 residential beds and addi- 
tional space for local hospice 
programs. 

“Whether it’s the front 
door to our day programs or 
at the homes where we pro- 
vide care, every door we 
open is an opportunity to 
make a meaningful differ- 
ence in someone’s life,” said 


Heart House Hospice board 
chair Karen Priest to a 
packed tent of attendees. 
“We are very excited to be 
partnering with Trillium 
Health Partners and to share 
the location of our future 
hospice centre with the com- 
munity.” 

The planned hospice aims 
to help alleviate long-term 
bed shortages throughout 
the province, and will com- 
prise a multi-year project 
that will be developed in sev- 
eral phases. 

Some services mentioned 
at the unveiling include 
short-stay beds to help pa- 
tients transition out of hos- 
pital and care for dementia 
patients. 

Currently, there are more 
than 4,500 residents on the 
wait list for a long-term bed 
within the city, which is 26 
per cent higher than the 
provincial average. 


Mississauga was the 


largest community in the 
country that didn’t have a 
hospice, and the province 
knew it wanted to support a 
project that would help alle- 
viate the situation. 

“Our government is taking 
swift action to deliver on our 
commitment to end hallway 
health care by creating and 
redeveloping long-term care 
beds in communities across 
(the province), like right 
here in Mississauga,” said 
Merillee Fullerton, the 
provincial minister of long- 
term care. 

“We are supporting this 
project as part of our mis- 
sion to build a resident-cen- 
tred long-term care system 
that provides Ontarians with 
the dignified, compassionate 
support they need, when and 
where they need it.” 

Trillium and Heart House 
Hospice will work with com- 
munity leaders and residents 
over the next few months to 
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hold open houses to share 
the plans with the public. 
Ward 2 councillor Karen 
Ras said the project was a 
great initiative within her 
ward, and indicated that she 
is thrilled to support seniors 


F Minister of Long Term Cai 
Sauga’s first residential. 


and long-term care residents 
within the city. 

“Trillium Health Partners 
and Heart House Hospice 
have been looking to expand 
services for seniors in our 
community for quite some 
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time,” said Ras. “I am excited 
to hear that the new location 
will be in Ward 2 and will be 
servicing our aging popula- 
tion and their families in 
Mississauga and beyond.” 
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Mississauga’s commis- 
sioner of community serv- 
ices will take on the role of 
city manager next June. 

Paul Mitcham will help 
shape the city’s direction as 
he takes on the role from 
Janice Baker, who an- 
nounced that she would be 
retiring from the city earlier 
this fall. 

Mitcham begins his new 
role on June 1, 2020. 

In an interview with Peel 
Weekly News _ Tuesday, 
Mitcham said that he is 
looking forward to continu- 
ing Baker’s legacy oversee- 


ing the city’s policy, gover- 
nance and direction. 

“Tm both nervous and ex- 
cited to take on a new chal- 
lenge,” he explained. 

In his role as the city’s 
commissioner of community 
services, Mitcham helped 
lead development on Missis- 
sauga’s first-ever climate 
change plan, and has helped 
build the city’s reputation as 
a sports and recreation hub. 

“For well over two 
decades in his role as Com- 
missioner, Paul has demon- 
strated a thorough 


understanding of our organ- 
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Mitcham tapped for city 
manager role 


ization and what it takes to 
ensure that Canada’s sixth- 
largest city is prepared for 
the future,” said Missis- 
sauga Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie in a statement Tuesday. 
“Paul is well-liked and re- 
spected by staff and under- 
stands our corporate 
culture, having worked for 
the city for nearly 25 years. 
I’m confident he will be a 
great fit to help lead our city 
into the future. 

Under Paul’s leadership, 
Mississauga will not only 
grow, but thrive,” added 
Crombie. 


Reward offered for 
armed robbery suspects 


Investigators from the 
Peel Police’s Central 
Robbery Bureau and 
Toronto Police’s Hold 
Up Squad are seeking 
the public’s assistance 
with an investigation 
into a number of armed 
robberies involving var- 
ious financial institu- 
tions. 

In an attempt to fur- 
ther advance the inves- 
tigation into these 
robberies, both police 
bureaus, are offering a 
$25,000 reward for in- 
formation that leads to 
the arrest and convic- 
tion of the parties re- 
sponsible. 

Between Oct. 9 and 
Oct. 16 at least three 
suspects were involved 
in a number of armed 
robberies in Peel Region 
and Toronto. 

The suspects entered 
the banks and while 
being disguised and 
armed with handguns, 


they demanded cash. 
The suspects committed 
the gunpoint robberies 
without any regard for 
public safety. No in- 
juries were sustained 
during the robberies. 

The suspects are de- 
scribed as male, black, 
late teens to early twen- 
ties, between 5’8” and 
6’o” tall and a thin to 
medium build. 

They are believed to 
be utilizing at least two 
motor vehicles, includ- 
ing a black 4-door Lin- 
coln Towncar’ with 
yellow licence plates 
and a 2019 white 4-door 
Hyundai Santa Fe 
SUV/Crossover. 

Investigators are ap- 
pealing to the public 
who have any informa- 
tion into these rob- 
beries to contact Peel 
Police’s Central Robbery 
Bureau at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 3410. 


Misconduct charge made against Brampton councillor 


Continued from Pg 1 


The trip was focused on 
increasing bilateral rela- 
tions between Brampton 
and Turkey, and the trade 
mission's participants were 
focused on business-to-busi- 
ness relationships, he con- 
tinued. 

"At no time did I partici- 
pate in any inappropriate 
conduct," said Dhillon. "In 
addition to this, I can con- 
firm that there has been no 
official complaint registered 
against me with the City of 
Brampton, and I have never 
been investigated or ques- 
tioned by the police. I will 
continue to vigorously pro- 
tect my reputation and will 
take any and all appropriate 
legal action as deemed nec- 
essary to do so." 

Mayor Brown's office did 
not respond to a comment 
regarding the matter. In the 
statement sent by the city, 
Stogdill stated that "it would 
be inappropriate for City of- 
ficials to make any further 
comment at this time... ad- 
ditional information regard- 
ing any further steps that 
the City may take in re- 
sponse to these allegations 
will be provided to the pub- 


lic as soon as the City is able 
to do so." 

In its mission, the city has 
a zero tolerance policy re- 
garding any type of sexual 
misconduct, harassment, or 
bullying. "The City is com- 
mitted to promoting a vi- 
brant, healthy, safe and 
compassionate work envi- 
ronment where everyone is 
treated fairly, with respect, 
civility, and is free from ha- 


rassment or discrimina- 
tion," the mission statement 
says. 

The victim was left 
"deeply shaken" by the ex- 
perience, said Badar 
Shamin, a business owner 
who was part of the delega- 
tion and spoke to the media 
earlier this week concerning 
the allegations. According to 
Shamin, the incident that 
resulted in the allegation 


happened in the hotel the 
delegation was staying at, in 
the capital of Ankara. He 
stated that he encouraged 
the victim to report her ex- 
perience to the authorities. 
“She felt betrayed, she felt 
her confidence in public of- 
fice was shattered,” Shamin 
said in a statement given to 
the National Post. “Every 
conversation I’ve had with 
her, she’s been afraid about 


Brampton councillor 
Gurpreet Singh Dhillon 
(right) speaks with PWN 
contributor Surjit Singh 
Flora (left) during an in- 
terview conducted in 
Oct. 2019. (PWN Staff) 


repercussions of going to 
the authorities, because of 
the perceived level of influ- 
ence the councillor might 
have in the community.” 

According to sources, the 
victim did relay her experi- 
ence to city staff upon re- 
turning to Canada. 

Watch Peel Weekly News 
for further updates regard- 
ing this story. 


Get your free issue WEEKLY! Subscribe at www.PeelWeeklyNews.com 
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Will Scheer’s departure fix the Cons’ internal politics? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


It's still big news that Con- 
servative Party leader An- 
drew Scheer resigned last 
Thursday, but this is not 
strange news that no one has 
speculated. 

The question has only been 
raised, though - when this 
will occur? 

A right-wing media group 
that created a group aiming 
to knock out Scheer was the 
prelude to an expose by 
Global News he had Conser- 
vative Party funds to help pay 
for his children’s education. 

Conservatives would have 
to send Andrew Scheer home 
today or tomorrow; the 
funny thing is that the time 
and the way to his house was 
determined not by the party, 
but by Global News. 

While Scheer got no excuse 
or reason to give up the role 
besides family, being the 
leader of the official opposi- 
tion, I agree, is a demanding 
job. 

But the biggest question is 


— 


that, “Does he still resign if 
he was elected as a Prime 
Minister? No, not so - his rea- 
son about not giving enough 
time to his wife and the kids 
would be a total lie. The PM’s 
job is a lot more demanding. 

When trying to explain 
why he used party funds to 
send his five children to pri- 
vate school, he said he 
wanted to aspire to a better 
example for his kids. “I felt it 
was time to put my family 
first," Scheer said. 

Yes, he was absolutely 
right, with that innocent grin 
on his face as he let other 
Canadians pay for his chil- 
dren’s. private education 
while every Conservative out 
there tries to stiff teachers 
and education workers at 
every opportunity. 

Apparently, our education 
system isn't good enough for 
these Conservatives. 

In 2017, when Scheer was 
elected as party leader, he 
moved to Ottawa with his 
family, and his children's pri- 
vate school fees were higher 
than those in Regina's private 
school system. 

The difference between 
these fees is that one was 
paid by the party which is a 
big deal. In fact, Prime Min- 


ister Justin Trudeau (Nanny 
Case, Aga Khan's imperial re- 
sorts) is also embroiled in 
controversy, but still sits ona 
chair. 

In order to get Scheer re- 
moved from the leadership, 
the internal accounts must 
have been running for a 
while, but he got the market- 
ing order differently. Could 
this be called an episode of a 
clemency politician? 

Scheer, who was elected as 
an MP at the age of 25 and 
was nominated to be the 
Speaker of the Canadian Par- 
liament at the age of 32, may 
have been too young to be an 
effective leader. History has 
proved it. It was just a matter 
of luck that he had miracu- 
lously defeated Maxime 
Bernier in the seventh round 
of the Conservative Party's 
leadership race, or else the 
history of the Tory party 
would have been different 
today. 

After the Tories lost this 
year's election, Scheer was 
naturally going to be blamed. 
He does not have the art of 
coordinating with the unique 
communities throughout the 
country, nor did he try to 
learn the skill. 

The lack of skills caused a 
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flurry of nomination elec- 
tions in Peel Region, which 
resulted in the Tories not 
even taking a single seat. 

That is how his social con- 
servative agenda proved to 
be dangerous for the party. 
Scheer was unable to under- 
stand why Canadians today 
are so hopeful on such issues 
as abortion and the LGBTQ+ 
community. Even for tradi- 
tionalists, these issues are be- 
coming increasingly more 
prominent. 

On the other side, Scheer 
couldn't get the pulse of time. 
Such leaders may be 100 per 
cent right in their personal 
beliefs, but in today's time, 
they prove to be corrupt 
politicians. 

After Scheer, the Tories will 
have to choose a leader who 
has a progressive agenda and 
can create cohesive, trans- 
parent, and accountable co- 
ordination and discussions 
with immigrants of all types, 
including Canadians. 

It does not matter if Am- 
brose, who has done remark- 
ably well as the interim 
leader, is chosen to stay per- 
manently, or if Peter McKay, 
the then-Foreign Minister, 
gets the seat. 

The next leader will need to 
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be able to score goals in the 
open field so that the party 
can win the next election. Not 
only that, but they will need 
to unite the party together as 
well. 

The issue is that Scheer's 
resignation isn't going to fix 
the Conservative Party. They 
will still bring the same plat- 
form to the table. Social con- 


t 
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servatism and weak to non- 
existent environmental poli- 
cies will continue to plague 
the party. 

They need to remove the 
radical right before they be- 
come a viable option to run 
Canada. Today, they failed, 
and they may fail tomorrow 
as well. 
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Community Recycling Centre hours: 
*« closed on Dec. 25, 26 and Jan. 1 
** open from 8:30 a.m. to noon on Dec. 24 and Dec. 31 


** open regular hours Dec. 27-30 and return to regular 
hours on Jan. 2. 
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Agency selected for Malton Man arrested in Mississauga 


community hub 


A planned community hub 
has found its lead agency. 

The City of Mississauga an- 
nounced Wednesday evening 
that Services and Housing in 
the Province (SHIP) would be 
the new operator and man- 
ager of the Malton Commu- 
nity Hub, which will see a 
decommissioned pool build- 
ing converted into a space for 
community programs. 

The project, which was ini- 
tiated last year by Ward 5 
councillor Carolyn Parrish, 
aims to replace the proposed 
building, located beside Lin- 
coln Alexander Secondary 
School in Malton, with a facil- 
ity that includes drop-in pro- 
grams and space for social 


service agencies operating in 
the region. 

According to statistics re- 
vealed last year at Peel Re- 
gional Council, approximately 
26 per cent of the commu- 
nity’s residents between the 
ages of 19-28 are not cur- 
rently involved in afterschool 
programs, due to costs and 
transportation needs. 

The space, which is approx- 
imately 12,000 square feet 
with the potential to expand 
further, would open up addi- 
tional opportunities and serv- 
ices for local residents, 


Parrish said Wednesday. 
“Having this type of space is 

so important to building a 

strong community and to bet- 


ter support our youth,” Par- 
rish said. 

SHIP, one of the largest sup- 
portive service and housing 
providers in the country, will 
manage and operate the hub. 
The project is tentatively 
planned to begin the design 
process next year, with con- 
struction and opening of the 
facility planned for 2021. 

The city is looking forward 
to working with SHIP as the 
lead agency, said recreation 
director Shari Lichterman, 
Director, Recreation. “We will 
work collaboratively with the 
community and SHIP to iden- 
tify additional agencies and 
services for the hub,” she said. 


trafficking investigation 


A 40 year-old Toronto 
man is under arrest in 
connection with a 
human trafficking in- 
vestigation that  oc- 
curred in Mississauga, 
Peel Police’s Vice Unit 
revealed last week. 

Investigators from the 
Vice Unit said that the 
investigation stemmed 
from the discovery of a 
17 year-old female vic- 
tim who was being ex- 
ploited in the sex trade 


over a two-month pe- 
riod by the suspect, 
who had control over 
all aspects of her life 
and financially profited 
from the situation. 
Last Thursday, Khu- 
mane Agil, of Toronto, 
was arrested and 
charged with a number 
of offences, including 
trafficking a person 
under the age of 18, as- 
sault, uttering threats, 
robbery and exercising 


—— 


control over a prosti- 
tute, among others. 

Agil appeared in 
Brampton court last 
Friday for a bail hear- 
ing. Investigators be- 
lieve other witnesses 
and/or victims may be 
connected to the case. 

Residents with infor- 
mation regarding the 
case are asked to call 
Peel Police’s Vice Unit 
at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3555. 


Mayor Allan Thompson & Council invite you to the 


16TH ANNUAL 


Sunday, January 5, 2020 | 1-4 p.m. 
Mayfield Recreation Complex 


FPRESAR 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


For more information visit: 


caledon.ca/recreation 
or call 905-584-2272 x.7327 
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Revamped parking enforcement Three Peel residents charged 
system on deck for Brampton 


Parking enforcement ve- 
hicles with a new suite of 
upgrades will be pa- 
trolling Brampton streets 
beginning next month, the 
city has revealed. 

Brampton enforcement 
vehicles outfitted with an 
automatic licence plate 
reader (ALPR) will start 
patrolling the city begin- 
ning next month, with the 
new technology planned 
to boost parking spot 
availability, support the 
safe passage of plows and 
emergency vehicles on 
Brampton streets, and 
over the long term, work 
to reduce congestion. The 
new vehicles will also pro- 
mote faster and more effi- 


Tey Be oP) In 


cient parking enforce- 
ment. 

In a statement, the city 
revealed that the cameras 
will help identify common 
parking infractions, and 
will notify officers to cre- 
ate a penalty notice in re- 
sponse. Areas with high 
numbers of reports re- 
garding vehicles being 
parked for extended peri- 
ods of time will be the ini- 
tial focus of the rollout. 

“Tllegal parking reduces 
the spots available to oth- 
ers, and can also pose a 
safety risk when emer- 
gency vehicles and snow 
plows cannot pass 
through streets easily,” 
Mayor Patrick Brown said 


Wednesday. “The new 
ALPR vehicle supports our 
priority of being a well- 
run city, addressing illegal 
parking and paving the 
way for safer roads.” 

Brown also added that 
the city would be open to 
learning from the effec- 
tiveness of the new initia- 
tive and make 
adjustments for the fu- 
ture. 

Access to photographs 
captured by the ALPR 
cameras, which include 
images of licence plate 
numbers, will be strictly 
controlled and subject to 
audit, said the city. 


Ne 


in major firearms seizure 


Investigators from the 
Vice, Narcotics and Street 
Level Organized Crime unit 
have laid 67 charges against 
ten individuals, after four 
firearms were recovered in 
Mississauga. 

In late 2019, officers 
began an investigation into 
several individuals in re- 
gards to illegal possession of 
firearms. As a result of evi- 
dence and information ob- 
tained during the course of 
the investigation, and with 
assistance from the Tactical 
and Kg Unit, a search war- 
rant was conducted in the 
Burnhamthorpe Road West 
and Duke of York Boulevard 


are. 

As a result of the investi- 
gation, multiple handguns 
were serized, including an 
FNX 9mm semi-automatic 
handgun, Glock 19 9mm 
semi-automatic handgun, 
Smith & Wesson M&P 9mm 
semi-automatic handgun 
and a SCCY CPX 9mm semi- 
automatic handgun. 

In a statement, Peel Police 
Chief Nishan Duraiappah 
said that the firearms 


seizure represents the com- 
mitment of officers to re- 
move illegal firearms from 
the streets. 

“The safety of our commu- 
nity in Peel Region will al- 


ways be the number one pri- 
ority for us and without a 
doubt, the seizure of these 
firearms and arrests of 
these individuals will miti- 
gate continued risk in our 
Region,” said Duraiappah. 
The accused individuals, 
which include a 20 year-old 
Mississauga woman, and 
two Brampton men, aged 21 
and 24, appeared in Bramp- 
ton court on Dec. 15 to an- 
swer to the charges. 
Anyone with any informa- 
tion is asked to contact in- 
vestigators at the Vice, 
Narcotics and Street Level 
Organized Crime Unit at 
905-453-2121 ext. 3515. 
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Historic QEW Credit River bridge set to be rehabilitated 


by Alex Gregory 


The decision on the fate 
of a historic property in 
Mississauga wasn’t “a 
bridge too far” for the 
province. 

Representatives from 
the Ministry of Trans- 
portation announced 
Wednesday morning that 
the province would move 
forward on a plan to re- 
habilitate the QEW Credit 
River Bridge, located in 
the city’s south end. 

The ministry said in a 
statement that after re- 
viewing proposed op- 
tions, they would 
preserve the _ original 
structure of the bridge, 
which was established in 
1934 and classified as a 
heritage structure in 
2009. 

Additionally, a new 
northern bridge structure 
will be placed by beside 
the current bridge, as 
well as other improve- 
ments to the nearby 
QEW/Mississauga Road 
interchange. 

The decision came after 
public feedback and com- 
plaints from city council- 
lors, who objected to a 
report that proposed de- 


molishing the bridge. 

The province recog- 
nized that the bridge was 
a provincially-significant 
heritage site, said a Mis- 
sissauga MPP. 

"At over 80 years old, 
this bridge needs major 
rehabilitation now, to en- 
sure it remains safe for 
the public... however, we 
recognize it is both 
(provincially significant), 
and a symbol of the 
Credit River Valley,” said 
Mississauga-Lakeshore 
MPP Rudy Cuzzetto. “I'm 
very proud of our com- 
mitment to preserve it." 

The province previously 
held public information 
session last month, with 
documents showing that 
a planned strategy for the 
bridge was to replace the 
bridge, adding that it 
would put potential con- 
struction and _ design 
risks on the private sec- 
tor. 

Mayor Bonnie Crombie 
said Wednesday thanked 
the province for listening 
to residents’ feedback 
concerning the project. 

“It’s an important part 
of our past and will now 


be preserved for the fu- 
ture,” said Crombie. 
“Looking forward to see- 
ing it rehabilitated.” 
Based on the feedback 
received, the province 


made the decision to pre- 
serve the original her- 
itage structure of the 


bridge, said associate 
transportation minister 
Kinga Surma. 

"We will only seek bids 
that involve the preserva- 
tion and rehabilitation of 
the existing Credit River 
bridge on the QEW," 
Surma said Wednesday. 


"We will be moving for- 
ward with rehabilitation 
of the bridge as an- 
nounced in April." 

Local community 
groups also made it clear 
that rehabilitating the 
bridge was important, 
said Mississauga-Centre 


MPP Natalia Kusendova. 

“We can move forward 
with a plan that pre- 
serves this heritage 
structure, while improv- 
ing our provincial high- 
way system," Kusendova 
said in a_ statement 
Wednesday. 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 


Under contract with the Town ef Caledon 
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Brampton coach arrested in Letter to the Editor 
sexual assault investigation 


Acoach for a pair of 
sports teams has been ar- 
rested and charged with 
sexual assault, police re- 
vealed last week. 

Peel Police have re- 
vealed that 55 year-old 
Eduart Pacheco, of 
Brampton, who coached 
baseball and hockey 
teams in the city, includ- 
ing Brampton Hockey 
Inc. 

Pacheco’s activities 
were discovered when in- 
vestigators from Peel Po- 
lice’s Special Victims Unit 
received reports from a 
victim who revealed a se- 
ries of inappropriate text 
messages dating back to 
spring of last year. 

Pacheco was arrested 
on Dec. 3, and subse- 
quently appeared in 
Brampton court the fol- 


lowing day for a hearing. 
He is charged with one 
count each of sexual as- 
sault, sexual harrassment 
and sexual interference. 

In a statement, Bramp- 
ton Hockey Inc. stated 
that, as the matter is be- 
fore the court, it will not 
be making further com- 
ment regarding the mat- 
ter 


PEEL REGIONAL 


POLICE 


Authorities also believe 
there may be other vic- 
tims who have corre- 
sponded with Pacheco, 
and are asking anyone 
who had contact and be- 
lieve they have been the 
victim of a criminal of- 
fence to call Peel Police’s 
Special Victims Unit at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3460. 


“Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou 
return.” 


In the 21st century, we 
have conquered outer 
space and appear to be 
in control of the uni- 
verse. It is ironic that 
we haven’t conquered 
some of our fears and 
“phobias”. 

One  such_ phobia 
which we have chosen 
not to address is Islam. 

Islam is equated with 
barbarism, irrationality, 
primitiveness and sex- 
ism by a “certain” 
group. It is a contrived 
prejudice campaign to 
discriminate certain 
segments of population 
to exclude them from 
mainstream society. 

Islamophobia as 
termed is a violation of 
human rights and a 


threat to social cohe- 
sion. 

To dispel this “ism”, 
we need to find the 
truth. and we will be 
pleasantly surprised 
that like all religions, 
Islam also professes and 
practices “love for all, 
hatred for none”. 

The desecration of the 
Holy Quran in Norway 
is one such incident 
which denotes hostility 
towards Muslims. Un- 
fortunately, religion has 
become a political tool 
in the hands of few who 
want to divide and con- 
trol people for their ul- 
terior motive by 
breeding fear and ha- 
tred in them. 

The role of any reli- 
gion is to connect one to 
Allah, God, Bhagwan or 
others, so all have the 
same goal - but the 


strategy to build the 
connection may be dif- 
ferent. 

It is in our interest 
that we resist forces of 
division that lead to 
bloodshed and anarchy 
and play our minuscule 
role in promoting har- 
mony, peace and love. 

We shouldn’t forget 
that our stay in this 
world is temporary and 
in the end we are ac- 
countable for how we 
lived our lives here. 

Let us “eat, drink and 
be merry, for tomorrow 
we die”. 


- Kaukab Usman 


Letters submitted to 
Peel Weekly News may 
be edited for grammar 
and content. 


MIRANET speaks out regarding Airbnb issues 


The following is the tran- 
script of a deputation pro- 
vided to Peel Weekly News 
by Sue-Klein Shanly, chair 
of the Mississauga Resi- 
dents’ Association Net- 
work (MIRANET), at the 
Dec. 11, 2019 meeting of 
Mississauga council, re- 
garding their issues con- 
cerning the city’s support 
of short-term accommoda- 
tions/Airbnb properties. 


Since our last deputation 
in the fall of 2016, the 
STA/Airbnb industry has 
further matured, and not in 
a good way. 

We have noted further 
harm to the communities in 
which we live. Airbnb is one 
of the largest complaints we 
field as Residents Associa- 
tions. 

The presence of these 
STA’s/Airbnb’s rental units 
within our communities and 
across the globe is well re- 
searched over the past few 
years, the consensus being 
that the presence of these 
businesses has served to de- 
stroy the social fabric of the 
communities in which they 
operate: 


¢ They reduce available 
rental housing stock, push- 
ing lower income citizens 
out of their own communi- 
ties; they increase the rental 
costs beyond the reach of 
average renters also forcing 
them out of their communi- 
ties; 

¢ They undermine cities’ 
efforts to preserve afford- 
able housing; the illegal na- 
ture of these business 
operations thwarts govern- 
ment/municipal efforts to 
enforce regulations and by- 
laws put in place to protect 
citizens; it places traditional 
hospitality industry, includ- 
ing Bed and Breakfasts, at a 
disadvantage as they are no 
longer competing on a level 
playing field; 

* It destabilizes our com- 
munities by not only dis- 
placing citizens, it increases 
the number of transients, 
who have no vested inter- 
ests in our community. 

In cities like Amsterdam, 
the presence of Airbnb’s has 
destroyed the unique char- 
acteristics and identity that 
served to attract tourists for 
over 100 years; much the 
same, to differing degrees 


this is happening wherever 
they set up shop. 

Communities in which 
Airbnb’s operate increas- 
ingly find themselves deal- 
ing with: 

¢ Illegal listings by non- 
owners, (tenants subletting 
or renting). 

¢ Noise and garbage com- 
plaints. 

¢ Destruction of social fab- 
ric. 

¢ An escalation in violence 
and illegal activity requiring 
increased police (and fire 
department) presence. 

¢ Money fleeing the com- 
munity; as the money spent 
by tourists in these estab- 
lishments often goes to ab- 
sentee landlords or third 
parties. 

* Loss of jobs and tax rev- 
enue. It has been demon- 
strated that Airbnb’s do not 
generate as much wealth 
and don’t support as many 
jobs as the traditional hospi- 
tality industry does. 

¢ Patrons (tourists and lo- 
cals alike) have fewer guar- 
antees of safety while 
staying at these Airbnb’s. 
The regulations and bylaws 
that are enforced within the 


traditional hospitality in- 
dustry do not exist for these 
patrons. 

¢ Lack of insurance, which 
ultimately means that the 
local taxpayer will be re- 
sponsible for any costs asso- 
ciated with garbage 


clean-up, property destruc- 
tion, law enforcement and 
health care costs caused by 
problematic STA/Airbnb pa- 
trons. 

¢ Safety issues, where 
neighbours, 


fire officials 


and law enforcement have 
no idea whom to contact in 
case of emergencies. 

¢ Security issues such as 
hidden surveillance which 
violates the right to privacy, 
among other things. 

Mississauga wants to be 
“fully in control of its fu- 
ture”. It needs to show lead- 
ership and authority on the 
STA/Airbnb file. 

We have to chart our own 
course and stand up for and 
preserve the unique values 


and “distinct identity” that 
Mississauga has. 

Many places such as Van- 
couver, Ottawa, Kingston, 
Kitchener, Revelstoke, the 
Town of Blue Mountain, as 
well as the Province of Que- 
bec, have already enacted 
regulations governing the 
operation of STA’s/Airbnb 
within their communities. 

The sixth largest city in 
Canada must do the same as 
soon as possible. 


Get your free issue WEEKLY! Subscribe at www.PeelWeeklyNews.com 
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New study reveals influx of holiday gift shipping 


The paint may not be 
dry yet, but a Caledon 
shipping facility is al- 
ready taking part in the 
holiday parcel shipping 
rush. 

The UPS Caledon facil- 
ity is one of several sites 
throughout the GTA see- 
ing an influx of holiday- 
related shipments, as the 
delivery company re- 
vealed earlier this month 
that online gift purchases 
are up across the board. 

Six out of ten Canadi- 
ans were planning to get 
a head start on their gift 
shopping, with online gift 
purchases up 33 per cent 
compared to five years 
ago, said a new Leger 
study, commissioned by 
the company. Addition- 
ally, 30 per cent more 
Canadians are handling 
their holiday shopping 
earlier. 

"Canadians are relying 
on online shopping this 
holiday season, and 
they're looking for con- 


venient and safe shipping 
options," says UP’ vice- 
president of strategic al- 
liances, Nicolas Dorget. 
"Our growing adoption of 
digital technology... pro- 
vides customers with 
greater visibility and con- 
trol of their incoming 
packages." 

Dorget credits the com- 
pany’s logistics network 
and range of service with 
allowing the company to 
be ready for the influx of 
holiday shopping. 

While not yet fully op- 
erational, sections of the 
new UPS Caledon facility 
- announced last year - 
are being utilized to sup- 
port holiday operations. 

In addition, the com- 
pany said that its recent 
expansions in cities like 
Montreal, London and 
Edmonton, and alternate 
temporary capacity and 
sorting capabilities in 
major cities like Vancou- 
ver and Mississauga, will 
increase operational ca- 


pabilities. The expan- 
sions add over 750 thou- 
sand square feet of 
operation space and 
process tens of thousands 
of additional pieces per 
hour, positioning the 
company to better sup- 
port businesses and con- 
sumers. 

The growth of ecom- 
merce also presents new 
challenges for small and 
medium sized businesses, 
during the holiday sea- 
son, said Dorget. 

"Leveraging data to op- 
timize our network, un- 
derstanding market 
projections and working 
directly with customers 
throughout the year, en- 
sures alignment between 
expected holiday volume 
and delivery capacity," 
adds Dorget. 

Last year, the company 
said its Caledon facility 
would be the largest in 
the country, and is 
planned to be fully-auto- 
mated, sorting up to 


35,000 packages _ per 
hour. When completed, 
the new facility will also 
be home to a fleet of 
more than 200 package 
cars, and is expected to 
open in late 2020. 
“Southern Ontario is an 
attractive hub for inter- 


national trade and busi- 
ness,” UPS Canada presi- 
dent Christoph Atz said 
last year. “This new facil- 
ity will serve the growing 
needs of businesses and 
consumers today and into 
the future.” 


In a statement, the 


company said it is hiring 
up to 2,500 new seasonal 
workers to support in fa- 
cilities and on-road for 
pickup and delivery. 

A year-end holiday 
schedule of delivery 
times and routes is avail- 
able on ups.com. 


Brampton author tapped as new provincial advocate 


A Brampton-based author, 
presenter and poet has been 
picked as the province’s 
newest community advocate 
- in a push to give greater 
voices to smaller communi- 
ties and marginalized. 

The province announced 
last week that Jamil Jivani 
will become the first Advo- 
cate for Community Oppor- 
tunities. 

Jivani, a former student at 
Fletcher’s Creek Senior Pub- 
lic School and frequent pre- 
senter at local events such 
as the Festival of Literary 
Diversity, will take on the 
role of opening lines of com- 
munications between com- 
munities and the 
government to empower 
community members and 
enable them to increase 
their participation in gov- 
ernment decision making. 

Premier Doug Ford said Ji- 
vani’s new role will help en- 


gage residents from all 
walks of life and help the 
province tackle serious 
problems. 

"Jamil has an impressive 
track record of building bet- 
ter communities and em- 
powering young people to 
reach their full potential,” 
said Ford. “Our government 
looks forward to working 
with him to deliver on our 
plan to build (the province) 
together and foster strong, 
local partnerships with 
communities.” 

Part of Jivani’s new role 
and responsibilities include 
increasing community 
safety by combating issues 
such as guns and gangs, 
human trafficking and 
racism, and making real and 
tangible progress to improve 
outcomes in areas such as: 
education, community serv- 
ices, income support, and 
access to housing. 


This work will help to in- 
form the design or redesign 
of programs and services 
and identify actions the gov- 
ernment can take to im- 
prove people's lives. 

Jivani will also work with 
ministries across govern- 
ment to ensure a compre- 
hensive approach, including 
specific collaborations with 
the ministers of Children, 
Community and Social Serv- 
ices, Education, Colleges 
and Universities, Labour, 
Municipal Affairs and Hous- 
ing, Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs, Indigenous Af- 
fairs and the Solicitor Gen- 
eral. 

Jivani said last week that 
he was thrilled with the new 
opportunitiy. 

"My career has been out- 
side of government, work- 
ing with and learning from 
families who struggle to 
have their voices heard,” Ji- 


vani said. “I can now bring 
these voices directly to gov- 
ernment officials who make 


decisions affecting all of our 
lives. I thank Premier Ford 
for his commitment to cre- 


ating opportunities for 


urban and rural communi- 
ties across our province." 
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New grant aims to keep impaired drivers off the road 


Anew grant announced 
by the province aims to 
cut down on impaired 
drivers and keep highways 
and roads safe. 

Peel Regional Police will 
receive $61,209 in funding 
through the province’s Re- 
duce Impaired Driving 
Everywhere (RIDE) Grant, 
it was announced last 
week. 

This investment is part 
of the province’s total in- 
vestment of $2.4 million 
that will enable a total of 
172 police services across 
the province to carry out 
this important road safety 
mission throughout the 

ear. 

“With this funding, Peel 
Police will be able to con- 
duct regular roadside 
spot-checks to detect im- 
paired drivers, and educa- 


tion campaigns to keep 
our roads safe,” said Mis- 
sissauga-Lakeshore MPP 
Rudy Cuzzetto. “It will 
help pay for sworn offi- 
cers' overtime and paid 
duty RIDE activities, and 
that’s very important.” 

In the last decade in On- 
tario, more than 1,700 
lives have been lost, and 
over 25,000 people in- 
jured in collisions involv- 
ing an impaired driver. 

With the legalization of 
recreational cannabis last 
year, roadside spot-checks 
have proven even more 
crucial, said the province’s 
Solicitor General. 

“Impaired drivers, 
whether by drugs or alco- 
hol, can be found on the 
road every single day — 
not just around the holi- 
days,” said Dufferin-Cale- 


don MPP Sylvia Jones. “It’s 
simple - don’t get behind 
the wheel if you’re im- 
paired - make alternative 
arrangements to get 
home. This single decision 
can save your life and the 
lives of others.” 

Residents preparing for 
the holiday season are ad- 
vised to make plans to get 
home safely whether by 
arranging for a designated 
driver, ordering a taxi or 
rideshare or taking public 
transit. 

They should also take 
immediate action if they 
see someone who may be 
impaired by arranging a 
ride for them, suggesting 
alternate arrangements, 
or even calling 911 if 
someone is a risk to them- 
selves and others. 


Region announces holiday Mississauga recognized 
for green initiatives 


service hours 


Region of Peel offices and 
non-emergency services will 
be closed for the holidays 
from Wednesday, Dec. 25, 
2019 to Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
2020, inclusive. 

Residents are advised that 
during the week of Dec. 25, 
all recycling, garbage and 
organics collection will take 
place two days later than 
the regular collection day. 

Please note that waste will 
be collected on Saturday for 
residents with a regular 
Thursday collection day. 

During the week of Jan. 1, 
all recycling, garbage and 
organics collection will be 
one day later than your reg- 
ular collection day. Check 
your collection calendar to 
find your day or sign up to 
receive free weekly waste 
collection reminders. 

All community recycling 
centres (CRCs) will be 
closed Dec. 25, Dec. 26 and 
Jan. 1, 2020. All CRCs will be 
open from 8:30 a.m. - 12 
p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 24 
and Tuesday, Dec. 31. 

The CRCs will operate on 
regular hours from Friday, 


Dec. 27 to Dec. 30 and re- 
turn to regular hours on 
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020. 

Human Services Recep- 
tion, Employment Resource 
Centres, Children’s Services 
Operations, Ontario Works, 
and Peel Living offices will 
be closed Dec. 25 to Jan. 1, 
2020, and will reopen on 
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020. For 
Peel Living emergency 
maintenance requests, con- 
tact the 24-hour request line 
at 905-790-7335. 

Peel Access to Housing 
and Rent Supplement offices 
will be closed at noon on 
Dec. 24 and reopen on 
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020. 

The Peel Art Gallery, Mu- 
seum and Archives (PAMA) 
will close early (2 p.m.) on 
Tuesday, Dec. 24. PAMA will 
be closed on Wednesday, 
Dec. 25 and Thursday, Dec. 
26. PAMA will close early (2 
p-m.) on Tuesday, Dec. 31 
and will be closed on 
Wednesday, Jan.1, 2020. 

Visit the PAMA website or 
call 905-791-4055 for infor- 
mation. 


F Region od Peel 


The City of Mississauga 
has received the 2019 Peo- 
ple Power’ Challenge 
award from Partners in 
Project Green, an initiative 
of the Toronto and Region 
Conservation Authority 
(TRCA), it was announced 
last week. 

The award recognizes 
the City’s Green Leaders 
for their corporate sus- 
tainability efforts. 

The People Power Chal- 
lenge gives organizations 
a way to engage staff and 
drive sustainability re- 
sults. The competition ran 
for four months and fea- 
tured four themes: low 
carbon transportation and 
energy, water steward- 
ship, waste management 
and environmental inno- 
vation. 

“It is an honour for our 
Green Leaders to be recog- 
nized for their strong sus- 
tainability practices. I’m 
proud of their commit- 
ment to being environ- 
mental stewards and role 
models for our _ staff. 
Through their hard work, 
they’ve been able to create 
healthy and environmen- 
tally sustainable work- 
places,” said city manager 
Janice Baker. 

“With the recent Council 
approval of our Climate 
Change Action Plan, we 
will continue to lead sus- 
tainability by empowering 


our staff to take environ- 
mental action.” 

The City of Mississauga’s 
Green Leaders program is 
made up of volunteer staff 
who work to increase en- 
vironmental awareness 
and action at their facili- 
ties. The Green Leaders 
came together to complete 
many activities through- 
out the People Power Chal- 
lenge, with over 100 
environmental actions. 

“Our Green Leaders help 
make sustainability a part 
of our everyday culture. 
It’s ingrained in our corpo- 
rate values,” said parks 
and forestry director Jodi 
Robillos. 

Staff were also recog- 
nized for another success- 
ful Waste Reduction Week 
as they collected textiles 
and electronics. Collection 
took place at the City’s 
Community Centres, Garry 
Morden Training Centre, 
City Hall and Central Li- 
brary, and a total of 6,742 
kilograms of textile and 
electronic waste was di- 
verted from landfill. 

“Embedding = environ- 
mental considerations and 
actions into our day-to- 
day operations improves 
our performance and 
showcases corporate lead- 
ership.” said Dianne Zim- 
merman, the city’s 
environment manager. 


Music school opens third 
location in Bolton 


When it comes to teach- 
ing music to children, 
there are several options: 

Option #1 - a great 
teacher makes all the dif- 
ference: It's so much bet- 
ter to have great teachers 
that make learning amaz- 
ing. But then there are the 
bad ones... you remember 
them too right? 

Hopefully, the scars are 
gone. We all know a great 
teacher makes all the dif- 
ference. 

It is best to look for the 
right music school offering 
fun music lessons for be- 
ginners right? 

It's important to get help 
from someone who's been 
there...a dedicated educa- 
tor who is going to inspire 
and coach your child 
through it. 

As parents, it is okay to 
help and encourage the 
dreams of our kids. Kids 
are honest... they will let 
us know what they think. 

Finding a professional 
and fun music school for 
children just starting out 
in music is not always 
easy. 

Don’t worry if you have 
tried music lessons before. 
If it didn’t work out, it’s 
not your fault. 

There is hope. Now you 
do have some really great 
options. 

DeGazon Music has three 
GTA teaching studios - 


South Mississauga, 
Vaughan, and their newest 
location in Bolton, serving 
Caledon East and North 
East Brampton. 

Request info about les- 
sons and Get Your Free 
Trial at Go.DeGazonMu- 
sic.ca or call 416-527- 
SYS), its te 

Option #2: Leaving cor- 
porate behind, and turning 
a side-hustle into a full- 
time Gig! 

Arecent book, “Living 
Life on Your Terms - the 5 
Epiphanies that turned a 
side-hustle into a full-time 
Gig!” details the best 
steps: 

- Mindset and Spirit Mat- 
ter Most 

- Aim to Build Assets, 
NOT Revenue 

- Don’t Pursue $$$ FIRST 
- the REAL endgame is 
Time Wealth 

- It Only Takes One - the 
one purchase that will 
change your life forever 

- Time for Money is a 
Fallacy: There IS a 
Roadmap... You only need 
to Find It! 

Making way more money 
working on your schedule 
doesn’t have to be hard 
and using these tips will 
help people make progress 
they previously only 
dreamed about. 

Find out more at Music- 
SchoolinaBox.com. 
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Recipients honoured at local Accessibility Awards 


Several of Brampton’s 
upcoming leaders were ho- 
noured for their work pro- 
moting inclusion and 
accessibility during the 
city’s second annual Acces- 
sibility Awards ceremony, 
held last week. 

The awards, presented 
during the December meet- 
ing of the city’s Accessibil- 
ity Advisory Committee at 
Brampton City Hall, hon- 
oured several champions in 
the community, including 
an event planner, sports 
coach and an organization 
run by and for persons 
with disabilities. 

The nominations were 
evaluated based on their 
contributions to Bramp- 
ton’s community, in areas 
such as championing ac- 
cessibility initiatives, pro- 
moting accessibility 
awareness, providing ac- 
cessible customer service, 
accommodating persons 
with disabilities to help 
them participate in the 
community and providing 


equal employment oppor- 
tunities. 

The winners included: 

Ken Hall (Community 
Member Award): Ken is a 
volunteer para ice hockey 
and track and field coach 
for Cruisers Sports for the 
Physically Disabled. He is a 
strong advocate for per- 
sons with disabilities and 
has devoted countless 
years to the promotion of 
accessible sport for all peo- 
ple. His passion and dedi- 
cation to the Cruisers and 
accessible sport in Bramp- 
ton is unmatched. 

Andrea Zackary, founder 
of DEF Events and Beyond 
(Business Award): Andrea 
is an event planner who fo- 
cuses on bridging the gap 
between the hearing and 
deaf or hard of hearing 
communities by bringing 
them together in a social 
atmosphere where they 
learn to communicate with 
each other. Her motto is 
“Deaf can” and as an agent 
of change, she continues to 


break down barriers, edu- 
cate, motivate and inspire 
others. 

Canadian South Asians 
Supporting Individual Liv- 
ing (Community Group 
Award): Canadian South 
Asians Supporting Individ- 
ual Living’s mission is to 
support South Asians with 
disabilities to achieve their 
life goals and live life inde- 
pendently and with dignity. 

The organization pro- 
motes accessibility aware- 
ness, the rights of persons 
with disabilities and builds 
support networks for indi- 
viduals and their families. 

Ina statement, Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown said 
the recipients of the 
awards took real action on 
their commitment to sup- 
port independent living. 

“(The recipients) have 
empowered people with 
disabilities to live with 
confidence and _ dignity, 
showing that they are ac- 
tive, engaged and valued 
members of the commu- 


nity,” said Brown. 
“Here at the City, we are 
focused on improving our 
services and programs to 
make them more accessi- 
ble.” 

Regional councillor Pat 
Fortini, who serves as a 
member of the Accessibil- 


ity Advisory Committee, 
also said that he was hum- 
bled to hear about the var- 
ious accessibility 


challenges residents face. 

“Working together with 
the community, we will 
continue to raise more 
awareness of those who 


are championing accessi- 
bility and inclusion in their 
daily lives and at their 
workplace, and strive to 
make Brampton more ac- 
cessible for people of all 
ages and abilities,” Fortini 
said. 


(L-R) Regional Councillor Pat Fortini and several of the award winners pose with their plaques 


at the 2019 Brampton Accessibility Awards, held on Dec. 10, 2019. (Submitted Photo) 


With Boris Johnson's victory, 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


After Boris Johnson's 
tremendous victory, his first 
words were "Get Brexit 
Done." 

Laced with a promise to 
end the austerity prevailing 
since the 2008-09 global eco- 
nomic meltdown, Johnson is 
banking on the UK elec- 
torate's frustration and fa- 
tigue with the interminable 
Brexit process and their de- 
sire to extinguish the three- 
and-a-half-year long struggle 
and come to an end. 

The results of the British 
elections are nothing short of 
an earthquake. Johnson now 
has a chance to rebuild the 
United Kingdom's relation- 
ship with Other European 
countries. This is a clear indi- 
cation that the United King- 
dom will be a different 
country politically, economi- 
cally, and regionally in the 
months and years leading up 
to international issues. 

Johnson will be the power- 
ful head of the government 
for almost a decade or so 
after the weak coalition failed 
to unseat the prime minister. 
He took the 364 seats, which 
gave his party a substantial 
majority, whereas the most 
vigorous opposition, the 
Labour Party has received its 


worst results since 1935. 

The first change will be 
Brexit. Britain is expected to 
leave Europe on Jan. 31. That 
would be the biggest chal- 
lenge. Johnson has 11 months 
to reach a trade agreement, 
not only with the European 
Union, but also with other 
relevant trade partners of 
Britain, such as the United 
States, Australia, China, and 
India. Will this happen in 
such a short time? It won't be 
an easy task. 

With Johnson's _ victory, 
there will be new turning 
points for political and eco- 
nomic changes. After the vic- 
tory of Margaret Thatcher in 
1987, Johnson's Conservative 
Party garnered 45 per cent of 
the vote. In fact, after 1970, 
the voting share has shown to 
be the best. The Conservative 
Party has benefited in many 
areas of the Labour Party, 
such as the Midlands, the 
North West and the North 
East. 

Johnson's one-point agenda 
of Brexit hit the bull's eye; he 
never deviated from the 
script and was predictably re- 
warded. The clownish, con- 
troversial, Eton and 
Oxford-educated journalist- 
turned-politician admirably 


demonstrated possessing an 
antenna for an opportunity 
and capitalizing on it. 

In comparison, the Labour 
Party has shrunk. This has 
been the party's most embar- 
rassing defeat since 1935. 

This time, the party won 
203 seats, compared to the 
209 seats won by Michael 
Foot in 1983. The party's an- 
nouncement was dubbed "the 
longest suicide note" in his- 
tory. 

Labour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn may leave the party, 
which could leave the party 
dead. It should not be a sur- 
prise that Corbyn has an- 
nounced that he will not lead 
the Labour Party in the next 
election. It does not appear 
that his party will abandon 
them. The truth is that the 
Labour Party lost not just be- 
cause of Brexit, but because it 
was not ready to accept Cor- 
byn's social policies. 

Without any fear, Scottish 
nationalists will now demand 
a second census on independ- 
ence for Scotland. They be- 
lieve they have the people's 
right to do so. 

Johnson, on the other hand, 
has previously said he would 
not agree with them. Given 
these things, it is clear that 


all eyes on Brexit extinguish 


there is a high probability of 
a confrontation between the 
two. 

What would Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson have to do in 
such a situation? First, John- 
son is the undisputed leader 
of the party, and he has a 
stronghold on Parliament. 
They will do what they want 
to do. 

Johnson's message after his 
victory as a political position 
indicates that he will now 
move from the right to the 
center. He has declared his 
party as a 'one nation’ party, 
and said that “we will bring 
about change.” 

Something similar will hap- 
pen to the Labour Party. The 
party is looking for a young 
face who emulates Tony 
Blair's style and art of speak- 
ing. Who will play the tactic 
of keeping the rabid right- 
wingers inside the tent while 
trying to conceal from voters 
the extent of their influence 
in the party. Not only that, 
but Blair was an opportunist 
—asmart, driven leader who 
instilled fear in both his sup- 
porters and opponents. 

Corbyn is a weak leader; his 
opportunism smacks not of 
calculation, but of despera- 
tion. 


As a leader of the Brexit 
movement in 2016, Johnson 
made it clear that he had 
never adopted any Brexit 
supporters’ patronage, anti- 
globalization, and anti-immi- 
grant stand. 

Now, as Prime Minister in 
his first budget speech in 
March, he will present the 
fundamentals of tax reform, 
entrepreneurship, and other 
changes. In addition to other 
welfare reforms, Johnson will 


specifically increase health 
and necessary facilities, such 
as public spending. 

In foreign policy, Johnson 
will also improve relations 
with U.S. President Donald 
Trump. At the same time, 
they would like to have strong 
ties with Europe. He has al- 
ready said that “I am not anti- 
European, and I'll work with 
every country and the leader 
for the best future of our 
country.” 
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Supporting Caregivers in Ontario 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Many Ontarians are fa- 
miliar with the role that 
family members, partners, 
friends, and neighbours 
have in providing care for 
those with physical or 
mental health needs. 

Caregiving takes 


on 


many different forms and 
complement the role of 
health care professionals. 
Examples of activities that 
caregivers provide include; 
emotional support, sched- 
uling of appointments and 
activities, transportation, 


support in the home, and 
managing legal or finan- 
cial responsibility. 

With over 3.3 million 
caregivers in communities 
across Ontario, it is likely 
that you know someone 
who provides personal 


care, have had someone in 
your life who required the 
support of a caregiver, or 
have personally provided 
care to a loved one. 

Caregiving can be a re- 
warding and positive expe- 
rience for many, but it can 
also take a physical and 
mental toll on the care- 
giver. Research shows that 
over a third of all care- 
givers are struggling emo- 
tionally, and three in four 
want a source of informa- 
tion on necessary re- 
sources and support. 

One avenue of support 
that is available for care- 
givers is peer-to-peer out- 
reach from people with 
their own experiences and 
who understand the chal- 
lenges faced by other care- 
givers. 

To that end, the Ontario 
Caregiver Organization 
(OCO) has recently 
launched caregivers’ hot- 
line and online live sup- 
port chat to connect 
caregivers across Ontario 
with the information, re- 


sources, and support that 
they require. 

The OCO, which is 
funded through Ontario’s 
Ministry of Health, is ded- 
icated to supporting the 
more than 3.3 million 
caregivers across Ontario. 

Recognizing that caregiv- 
ing often requires work 
outside of the regular 
workday, the new care- 
givers’ hotline operates 
24/7. Additionally, services 
are available in both Eng- 
lish and French, and con- 
versations remain fully 
confidential. Callers can 
connect with Community 
Resource Specialists 
(CRS), who are fully 
trained to understand the 
unique needs of caregivers 
and are able to conduct fol- 
low-up calls if requested. 

These CRS’s are 
equipped with knowledge 
to help caregivers identify 
and access the services 
and supports that are 
available in the caregiver’s 
community. 

Services are available not 


only for the person some- 
one cares for, but also for 
the caregiver themselves. 

Through the hotline and 
online live chat, caregivers 
can also access informa- 
tion on a range of subjects 
relevant to caregivers, in- 
cluding respite care, sup- 
port groups, information 
about tax credits, and 
much more. 

The caregivers’ hotline is 
1-833-416-CARE (2273), 
and is available 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

Additionally, the live 
support chat is available at 
ontariocaregiver.ca and is 
available between Monday 
and Friday, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

For more information re- 
garding the Ontario Care- 
givers Organization and 
the caregivers’ hotline, or 
for more information 
about how our govern- 
ment is supporting On- 
tario’s seniors and those 
with diverse physical and 
mental needs, visit sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 1-800- 
265-1603. 


726 new comination 
alarms were delivered to 
Mississauga Fire and Emer- 
gency Services (MFES) ear- 
lier this month to help 
support high-risk house- 
holds. 

Fire Station 101 was the 
site for the donation to 


bh Vas 


MFES, delivered as part of 
Project Zero, a public cam- 
paign funded by Enbridge 
Gas to support fire depart- 
ments with smoke/carbon 
monoxide alarms that will 
be delivered to high-risk 
residents in local communi- 
ties. 


726 Kidde Canada 10-year, 
combination alarms, valued 
at over $43,500, were deliv- 
ered during an official pres- 
entation on Dec. 9. The 
combination alarms were 
distributed to Peel Chil- 
dren’s Aid Society. (Submit- 
ted Photo) 


With the holiday season 
here, it’s important to 
keep your holiday joyful 
and prevent any disasters. 

As homes are starting to 
look more festive and hol- 
iday parties are becoming 
more common, now is a 
great time to remind your- 
self and family on how to 
stay safe from fire. 

Below are the top mis- 
takes that can cause a 
blaze during the holiday 
season. 

1) Leaving your stovetop 
unattended: With the holi- 
days come a lot of meal 
preparation and guests in 
the home. Holiday chefs 
must stay in the kitchen 
and supervise what they 
are cooking. It’s very easy 
to get distracted by com- 
pany and the bustle of hol- 
iday gatherings. 

2) Smoking indoors: 
Hosting a holiday party 
means hosting guests, pos- 
sibly even guests that 
smoke. It’s important to 
remind smokers to smoke 
outdoors and avoid smok- 


ing when tired. 

As a smoker, remember 
to always extinguish and 
safely dispose of your cig- 
arette butts. Never throw 
cigarette butts off a bal- 
cony or dispose of them 
using a planter. No one 
wants their holidays to go 
up in smoke. 

3) Overloading your 
power outlets and using 
frayed wiring: It’s not al- 
ways healthy to have your 
electrical outlet put on 
extra weight. A mess of 
overloaded outlets and 
cords can cause fires. 

Remember to check your 
decorations and lights to 


5 re 


mg Holiday fire hazards: what are the 
7 biggest mistakes you can make? 


ensure they’re in working 
order and don’t have any 
damage or frayed wiring. 

Be sure to check that the 
recommended indoor and 
outdoor use is followed. 

Finally, the holidays are 
often a time for giving and 
gratitude - what better 
way to say “I love you so 
much it’s alarming” than 
the gift of a brand new, 10- 
year sealed smoke and car- 
bon monoxide alarm? 

If that’s too much, you 
should just give your cur- 
rent alarms some love for 
being there for your family 
all year long and push that 
test button. 
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Caledon golf tournament gives boost to local war museum 


A contribution from the 
Caledon Council Commu- 
nity Golf Tournament will 
help the Great War Flying 
Museum complete a major 
hangar expansion that will 
attract more visitors, create 
space to store, display, 
maintain and rebuild its 
vintage aircraft, improve 
safety and accessibility and 
expand its ability to host 
events, the Town an- 
nounced Wednesday. 

The only living history 
museum in Canada dedi- 
cated to honouring and pre- 
serving the contribution of 
World War One veterans, 
the Great War Flying Mu- 
seum will be the primary 
recipient of proceeds from 
the 2019 edition of the 
Caledon Council Commu- 
nity Golf Tournament. The 
$77,000 contribution repre- 
sents over half the esti- 
mated cost of the hangar 
expansion project. 

“The Great War Flying 


Museum is already one of 
Caledon’s most popular des- 
tinations, both for visitors, 
students and local resi- 
dents,” said Caledon COun- 
cil Community Golf 
Tournament chair and local 
councillor Nick DeBoer. 

“The expanded facility 
will give them the ability to 
create more programming, 
host more events, reach 
more people...and continue 
to preserve and honour the 
memory of our veterans.” 

The Great War Flying Mu- 
seum is an all-volunteer or- 
ganization that has been 
active at the Brampton- 
Caledon Airport for almost 
50 years. Every year it puts 
on air displays, hosts school 
tours and receives over 
4,000 visitors. It maintains 
two buildings on site: a mu- 
seum that displays artefacts 
and a hangar in which it 
builds and maintains a fleet 
of World War One repro- 
duction aircraft. 


Its aircraft are also flown 
in air shows and commem- 
orative ceremonies across 
North America and are seen 
by up to 50,000 viewers a 
year. 

The hangar has also been 
used for movie and TV pro- 
ductions and its aircraft 
have appeared in produc- 
tions as diverse as The Avi- 
ator (starring Leonard 
DiCaprio) and the TV pilot 
Bishop Girls. 

“The expansion will help 
us expand our capacity and 
continue our mission to ed- 
ucate and raise awareness 
of the contribution of veter- 
ans,” said Natalie McHaffie, 
the curator and vice-presi- 
dent of the Great War Fly- 
ing Museum. 

“We will be able to keep 
all our aircraft on site for 
public viewing during peak 
summer months, do main- 
tenance and construction 
year-round, upgrade public 
amenities, including an ac- 


cessible washroom, create 
dedicated fire exit routes, 
safely store our archives 
and materials, host more 
events and accommodate 
larger 


bus-sized tour 


To complement the 
$77,000 contribution from 
the CCCGT, the Great War 
Flying Museum is in the 
midst of a fundraising cam- 
paign with a _ goal of 
$140,000. Construction is 
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already underway at the 
airport and is set for com- 
pletion by this summer. A 
grand opening is tentatively 
scheduled for Sunday, June 
21, 2020. 


December 17, 2019 
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A local hockey organiza- 
tion unveiled a milestone 
logo Tuesday. 

Brampton Hockey Inc., 
one of the largest commu- 
nity-based non-profit 
hockey organizations in 
the province, revealed the 
design for its 75th an- 
niversary logo, which will 


be worn as a patch on all 
Brampton hockey jerseys 
throughout the 2020-21 
season. 

The organization, which 
has over 2,800 members, 
picked the winning design 
after a community con- 
test. Local  residdent 
Stephen Smith was the 


lucky winner of the con- 
test, and will receive a 
pair of tickets to an up- 
coming Toronto Maple 
Leafs hockey game. 

For more information on 
the team, visit brampton- 
hockey.com. 


(Submitted Photo) 


Beast clap back to end losing streak 


Chris Clapperton recorded 
three total points and Evan 
Fitzpatrick got his first 
Beast win as Brampton de- 
feated Allen 6-4 on Sunday 
afternoon. 

The Beast returned home 
from their two-game road 
swing to take on the Allen 
Americans for the first and 
only time this season. 

The Beast were looking to 
break their two-game losing 
streak entering today’s con- 
test. They got off to a hot 
start with their first shot of 
the game finding twine be- 
hind Zach Sawchenko. 

Clapperton was the skater 
who fired it home and the 
Quebec native gave the 
Beast a 1-0 lead at 7:14. 

Allen fired right back mo- 
ments later with a wicked 
shot from Jared VanWormer. 
The forward too the pass 
from Corey Durocher and 
went upstairs over the glove 
of Evan Fitzpatrick for a 1-1 
tie at 8:29. 

The Beast would retake 
the lead at 9:26 on the goal 
from a David Vallorani. The 
Hamilton native took the 
pass across the slot from 


Dan Leavens and made no 
mistake for a 2-1 Beast lead. 
Brampton took a 2-1 lead 
into the first intermission 
but would trial in shots 10-5 
after 20 minutes of play. 

The second period saw the 
Beast capitalize first with a 
goal from Francois Beau- 
chemin. Clapperton sent the 
puck to Lindsay Sparks who 
found Beauchemin in front 
for the perfect tic-tac-toe 
play and a 3-1 Beast lead at 
3:09. 

Brampton continued to 
fire and was rewarded with 
a power play goal from Erik 
Bradford. The forward 
banged home a perfect cen- 
tering pass from Clappeton 
ot make it 4-1 Brampton at 
9:34. 

Allen came on strong in 
the second half and was re- 
warded with two goals from 
defenseman Stepan 
Falkovsky. The big blueliner 
fired the first one upstairs at 
10:48 and the second one 
low across the ice at 15:00 
on the power play to bring 
the Americans within one. 

Brampton took a 4-3 lead 
into the second intermission 


and would trail in shots by a 
count of 22-17. 

The Beast came out firing 
in the third period and Val- 
lorani scored his second of 
the game on the power play. 
That made it 5-3 Beast at 
2:48. 

Undettered, the Ameri- 
cans fought back and pulled 
within one with a power 
play goal of their own from 
Gabriel Gagne. 

With the net empty, Matt 
Petgrave handled the puck 
in his own zone and fired 
for the net. He hit it right on 
and sealed the deal for 
Brampton at the 18:47 mark 
of the final frame. 

Fitzpatrick would record 
the win and finished with 
29 saves. He also recorded 
his first win as a member of 
the Beast. Sawchenko would 
be charged with the loss and 
finished with 20 saves. 

The Beast finished the 
contest two-for-five on the 
man advantage. Allen went 
two-for-nine. The Beast will 
be back in action tomorrow 
night against the Worcester 
Railers. 
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Mississauga announced as 2022 Summer Games venue 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga will be the 
host site for the 2022 On- 
tario Summer Games, the 
province announced Tues- 
day. 

More than 3,500 ath- 
letes will compete in 19 
different sports at various 
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locales throughout the 
city, said the province’s 
tourism and sport minis- 
ter, Lisa MacLeod, who 
made the announcement 
at Braeben Golf Club. 
Flanked by several local 
MPPs, MacLeod spoke 


about the value of the 
city’s tourism sector and 
said that the city is 
quickly becoming home to 
emerging athletes who are 
“topping podiums”, such 
as recent homegrown ten- 
nis superstar Bianca An- 


dreescu. “Going to events 
in Mississauga makes you 
feel like you're travelling 
across the globe... but all 
within one _ city,” said 
MacLeod, who added that 
the Games are proof of the 
province’s commitment to 


supporting large-scale 
sporting events in the 
province. 


“(The city) is so deserv- 
ing of this opportunity, as 
a diverse, welcoming, and 
energetic city that really 
embodies Ontario as the 
world in one province,” 
said MacLeod, who also 
indicated that the city 
would receive a $1 million 
investment to support the 
city. 

The city currently plays 
host to a number of major 
championships and pre- 
mier sports events in the 
city, including next year’s 
Parasport Games, which 
are being hosted for the 
first time in Mississauga, 
the 2020 Karate Canada 
Junior National Champi- 
onships and the 2020 
Canadian Tire National 
Skating Championships. 

The city has elected two 
representatives to sit on 
the host committee for the 


Summer Games - Ward 2 
councillor Karen Ras and 
Ward 8 councillor Matt 
Mahoney. 

Ward 9 councillor Pat 
Saito, who chairs the city’s 
tourism board, said that 
the Summer Games will 
be a huge boost for the 
city’s sports sector and 
promotional strategy. 

“Whether it’s for busi- 
ness, sports or pleasure, 
the city is becoming a 
world-class downtown, 
she said. 

Saito’s sentiments were 
echoed by Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie, who said the city 
is “thrilled” to be hosting 
the Summer Games. 

The city has become 
“the choice for sports 
tourism,” she said. “We’re 
very proud of our ath- 
letes.” 

The Summer Games will 
be held on Aug. 11 - 14, 
2022. 


Steelheads rally around Caledon teen 


When the owner of the 
Mississauga Steelheads 
Hockey Club heard about a 
Caledon rep hockey player 
and his battle with brain 
cancer, he wanted to do 
something to help. 

“The hockey community is 
avery tight, very supportive 
family,” said Elliot Kerr, who 
has owned the Ontario 
Hockey League team for 
eight years. 

“I was touched by the 
strength of Reese and his 
family and by the positive 
energy surrounding him 
and the overwhelming de- 
sire by so many that wanted 
to help.” 

Reese Meyer, 13, of Cale- 
don East, was diagnosed 
with a brain tumour in No- 
vember. 

The mass caused him to 
lose function on the left side 
of his body and caused vi- 
sion problems. 

In less than a month, 
Reese had four surgeries on 
his brain and is currently 
undergoing intense 
chemotherapy and radiation 
to try to reduce the mass. 
He’s also doing physio to try 
to bring back some of his 
physical function. 

Kerr decided to donate 
ticket sales for the Missis- 


sauga Steelheads game on 
Sunday, Jan. 26 against the 
Kitchener Rangers to the 
Meyer family. 

Kerr connected with Ka- 
trien Mooney, a friend of the 
Meyer family and whose 
daughters play on the same 
hockey team, to make 
arrangements for the ticket 
sales for the game. 

“She is a power of support 
of Reese and his family,” 
Kerr said. “She truly is a 
caring, thoughtful, generous 
person.” 

Glenn Meyer, Reese’s dad, 
said getting out of the hos- 
pital and being able to go 
drop the puck at the game — 
whether he has to crawl, 
walk or skate onto the ice — 
has become a goal for his 


son. 

“It has given him a date 
and goal to focus on when 
discouraged or in pain while 
enduring treatment and 
physio at once,” Meyer said. 

Kerr, who lost his wife 
when his twins were only a 
year old, said he would not 
have been able to make it 
through without so many 
reaching out to offer him 
support. “The hockey com- 
munity is one amazing com- 
munity,” Kerr said. 

Tickets for the Jan. 26 
game are $20 and 100 per 
cent of proceeds will go to 
the family. Tickets are avail- 
able on Eventbrite or by 
sending an etransfer to 
steelheads4reese@gmail.co 


South Mississauga clubs set to receive funds 
for new equipment, renovations 


A trio of athletic clubs 
located in Mississauga’s 
south end will benefit 
from funding provided 
through the Ontario Tril- 
lium Foundation, the 
province announced Sun- 


day. 

Capital grants of 
$424,300 through the 
Foundation are _ being 


awarded to the Missis- 
sauga Canoe Club, Port 


Credit Paddling Club, and 
Don Rowing Club of Mis- 
sissauga, and will help to 
improve infrastructure 
along the Credit River, 
and foster more active 
lifestyles in Mississauga- 
Lakeshore, said the area’s 
local MPP. 

"These clubs have has 
set new standards of ex- 
cellence," said MPP Rudy 
Cuzzetto during the an- 


MISSISSAUGA CANOE CLUB 
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Preserving the legacies of 
and their ing} 
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nouncement of funding 
this past weekend. "(They 
are) driven by the efforts 
of volunteer coaches, ath- 
letes, and the community 
values we all share. 

The grants include 
$150,000 for the Missis- 
sauga Canoe Club, to build 
a fully-accessible gym and 
a new on-water dock sys- 
tem for 3,000 members; 
$147,000 for the Port 
Credit Paddling Club, to 
replace an aging deck, en- 
suring safety and increas- 
ing storage space for a 
growing membership of 
450 paddlers; and, 
$127,300 for the Don 
Rowing Club of Missis- 
sauga, to purchase a new 
truck and trailer for 
transporting equipment, 
improving fuel efficiency 
and safety for 1000 row- 
ers. 

Capital grants awarded 
through the Foundation 
help with a variety of new 
initiatives, including the 
purchase of new equip- 
ment, renovations, instal- 
lations, repairs, and new 
buildings or spaces. 
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A Brampton — charity 
was the beneficiary as 
Peel Fire and Emer- 
gency squared off 
against the City of 
Brampton during the 
annual “Guns and 
Hoses” charity game. 

The pro-style charity 
game, now in its sixth 
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year, saw Brampton Fire 
and Peel Regional Police 
teaming up with the 
Brampton Beast hockey 
organization to raise 
awareness and dona- 
tions for REgeneration. 

The teams played a 
friendly yet competitive 
hockey game before the 


Nominate an 
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!) au 


BN! 


Brampton Beast home 
game at the CAA Centre. 
Brampton Fire took 
home a 4 - 1 victory, 
while $5 from every 
ticket sold benefited 
REgeneration, based out 
of the Grace United 
Church in Brampton. 
(Submitted Photo) 
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Steelheads end weekend 2-0 at home 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads returned to the Para- 
mount Fine Foods Centre for 
the third game of their 3-in- 
3 weekend on Sunday after- 
noon to take on Shane 
Wright and the Kingston 
Frontenacs. 

Kingston thought they 
scored the opening goal, as 
Shane Wright walked in 
across the blue line and took 
a shot on Kai Edmonds, but 
the goal was waved off due 
to an offside. Nick Isaacson 
left a drop pass in the slot 
for Duncan Penman, who 
made no mistake in beating 
Christian Propp up high as 
the Steelheads took a one 
goal lead. 

Kingston remained with- 
out a shot on goal through 
the midway point of the first 
period. The Frontenacs tied 
the game while shorthanded 
as Zayde Wisdom walked 
into the offensive zone 1-on- 
1 with Thomas Harley and 
took a wristshot that fooled 
Kai Edmonds. 

Calvin Martin made a nice 
pass to Aidan Prueter who 
was behind Kingston’s de- 
fence, deked out Propp and 


scored on an open net. At 
the end of the first period, 
the Steelheads led 2-1 and 
outshot the Frontenacs 17-7. 

Penman increased _ the 
Steelheads lead to two goals 
early in the second, as he 
took a wristshot from the 
point that found its way past 
Propp for his second goal. 

Martin fed William Por- 
tokalis a no look pass for an 
easy tap in to make the 
score 4-1. After a physical 
end to the period, the Steel- 
heads took their lead into 
the locker room with Kai 
Edmonds stopping 7/7 shots 
on goal in the frame. 

Kingston attempted to 
crawl their way back into 
the game in the third period, 
but had yet another goal 
waved off due to a kicking 
motion. On a scramble off 
the faceoff, Dawson Baker 
picked up a loose puck and 
beat Edmonds low blocker 
to cut the lead in half. Aidan 
Prueter scored an empty 
netter for his second goal of 
the game. The Steelheads 
would hold on to win their 
second game of the weekend 
by a final score of 5-2. 


* 


Steelheads forward Calvin 
Martin led the offense, as he 
registered three points (3A). 
Duncan Penman scored two 
goals, while Aidan Prueter 
added two points (1G, 1A) to 
help secure the victory. 
Keean Washkurak extended 
his point streak to six games 
with an assist. 

Following the game, Aidan 
Prueter spoke about his re- 
cent strong play. “I’m defi- 
nitely a team first guy, so as 
long as we are winning I’m 
happy, but individual suc- 
cess is definitely second. 
When youre struggling like 
I was at the start of the year 
it’s definitely tough. Our 
coaches were really good 
about it, just going to them 
to help my confidence.” 

The Steelheads will play 
two games next week, with 
the first coming on the road 
tonight against the Windsor 
Spitfires. The Steelheads 
will return to the Para- 
mount Fine Foods Centre on 
Friday to take on the Barrie 
Colts. 

For tickets, call 905-502- 
9100. 


Deadline to 
nominate Is 
January 20, 2020 


For more information on how to nominate someone, visit 


www.brampton.ca/citizensawards 
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FROM THE 
PLAYGROUND 
1O THE NBA 


JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE NEW YEAR, 
MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTORSHIP MONTH! 


Paramount Fine Foods Centre in Mississauga 


Watch the game + meet the Raptors 905 
player Tyler Ennis and Coach Wumi 
Agunbiade and their families to hear their 
inspiring stories on success, failures, 
mental health and mentorship. 


4:00 to 6:00 PM - GAME 
RAPTORS 905 VS AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS 
6:00 to 8:00 PM - PRESENTATION, Q&A, PICS 


#playgroundtoNBA ; 
416-302-8349 = 
info@letsgettogether.ca 


PTR FUNDRAISER 


1. Go to playgroundtonba.ca 

2. Click on ‘Purchase Single/Small Group Tickets' 
3. Select your preferred seats and click 'Checkout' 
4. In Review and Pay section, under Organization 
name select 'PTR' 

4. $3 will be automatically donated to PTR 

5. When buying larger group tickets, mention 

PTR to Dylan 
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Kenyan community celebrated at flag-raising 


Hundreds of residents 
and members of Bramp- 
ton’s Kenyan community 
packed into Brampton 
City Hall last weekend for 
an inaugural flag-raising 
ceremony and celebra- 
tion of local culture. 

The colorful event was 


a major milestone for 
Kenyans living in Canada, 
as the Kenyan Flag was 
raised for the first time 
by a Canadian govern- 
ment in honor of Kenyan- 
Canadian contributions 
to society. 

The Kenyan flag will 


— 


stay hoisted for two 
weeks, from Dec. 14 - 28. 

Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown and mem- 
bers of city council were 
also on-hand during the 
event to issue an official 
proclamation recognizing 
Dec. 12 as Kenya Inde- 


, Ceremon 


pendence Day in the city. 

"We are very grateful 
for the continued support 
our organization has 
been getting from vari- 
ous stakeholders and 
partners,” said Ephraim 
Mwaura, the president of 
the Kenyan Canadian As- 


Mayor Patrick Brown } 


left) poses with local 
politicians and Kenyan Canadian 
Association (KCA) officials during 
the inaugpga! Kenya Flag Raising 


“iy 56th Kenya Inde- 


pendence Day Celebration held 


sociation (KCA), which 
helped co-organize the 
event. 

Strategic partners, 
donors, members of 
provincial and federal 
government and spon- 
sors wwere also on-hand 
to show their support for 
the day of celebration, 
which included a lunch- 
eon and performances 
from local groups. 

Some of the special 
guests who graced the oc- 
casion included Bramp- 
ton North MP _ Ruby 
Sahota, Brampton South 
MP Sonia Sidhu, Sunir 
Chandaria (Kenya Mis- 
sion to Canada’s Hon- 
ourary Consul), 
Brampton South MPP 
Kevin Yarde, York 
South—Weston MPP 
Faisal Hassan, Wards 7 & 
8 City Councillor Char- 
maine Williams and 
African Canadian Social 
Development Council 
President Kabu Asante. 

Through the Mayor's 
office, the city awarded 


five Kenyan Canadians 
for outstanding Commu- 
nity Service in Peel Re- 
gion. They included Stan 
Barua a world-class cine- 
matographer, Everett 
Wakoli, the president of 
Abeingo Association 
Canada, hoebe Kagumba- 
Sibanda, a_ three-time 
Club President of Missis- 
sauga Cooksville Lions 
Club, Wambui Karanja, 
the founder and execu- 
tive director of African 
Community Services of 
Peel, and Thomas Nzy- 
imi, a philanthropist who 
supports local food char- 
ities and newcomers. 
The Kenyan Canadian 
Association plans to work 
closely with the Kenya 
Mission in Canada. as 
well as the various levels 
of government. to roll out 
programs that will uplift 
the welfare of Kenyan 
Canadians and the inte- 
gration of newcomers to 
society, Mwaura added 
during his remarks. 


‘Tis The Season as Families Ready for Holidays 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

The holiday season is in full 
effect, and many of us are cel- 
ebrating the month of Decem- 
ber with love and peace as we 
celebrate Christmas. 

Many think that Christmas 
is just a festival for Christians. 
For some, it's a religious holi- 
day to gettogether with 
friends, family, and relatives 
to have fun and to exchange 
gifts. Plus, you can get your 
picture taken with Santa 
Claus. 

I am not Christian. I am 
Sikh, so Christmas is not an 
inherent part of my culture or 
religion. However, when I 
came to Canada in 1989 at the 
age of 18, I remember 

it was obviously a big deal. 
Early in my childhood, I had 
wanted my family member to 
participate more for the holi- 
days. But being Sikh from 
India, they didn't believe in 
the whole idea of exchangng 


gifts. Over the years, my fam- 
ily has been on and off about 
celebrating it, but when we 
do, we usually don't go all out 
with traditional ways. 

Nevertheless, I do take a 
keen interest in the holiday. 
The Christian perspective, the 
secular perspective, the pagan 
perspective, the global per- 
spective, all of it. 

The holiday signifies the 
Winter Solstice, which is po- 
tent cosmic energy in winter 
that brings magic to life. Ac- 
cording to my personal spiri- 
tual views, it is important for 
me to honor seasonal occa- 
sions, and Christmas happens 
to be a manifestation of the 
fact that Iam more Canadian 
and so are my kids. Canada is 
my home now, and Canadians 
are part of my family. 

There are so many things I 
truly love about. I have lived 
most of my life in Brampton 


and Mississauga, where we 
get heavy snow, so we experi- 
ence the classic white Christ- 
mas. 

I have also spent several 
Christmases in Stoney Creek, 
and so I know how the holiday 
is in the tropics. Beautiful in 
its own way. 

I just love to relish the 
magic of the holidays as they 
come, even if it is not a part of 
my personal views, religion, 
culture or religion. I love to 
honour and participate in it, 
and live in a society that cele- 
brates it and greet everyone. 

This is the season for snow, 
cookies, ornaments, and holi- 
days to cheer. Mot only that, 
but it’s the season to decorate 
a beautiful tree and spend 
many nights gathered around 
it, gazing at the twinkling 
lights while drinking coffee, 
enjoying a glass of wine and 
reading your favourite Christ- 


mas stories or watching a 
movie. 

If I should list out every- 
thing I love, it would be a long 
list. But I do love everything 
about it, including a beautiful 
gingerbread house my daugh- 
ter just made one a few days 
ago. She did a great job deco- 
rating, and it was fun to 
help... while stealing some of 
the candies from gingerbread 
house and enjoying it. 

In Brampton, enjoying the 
Santa Claus Parade and the 
annual tree lighting are part 
of the experience celebrating 
the season with family and 
friends. 

One of the most popular 
myths associated with Christ- 
mas is about a big man named 
Santa Claus, dressed in red 
and white robes who rides a 
sleigh run by _ reindeers, 
brings gifts for children at 
midnight of Christmas Eve. 


The folklore has since become 
one of the major reasons for 
Christmas celebrations with 
little children hoping to get 
attractive gifts from Santa. 

So, what else makes people 
excited for this much-awaited 
time of the year? Exchanging 
a gift? 

Sure, we could just hand 
over a gift, but why not pres- 
ent ourselves in person this 
season? It might be more cre- 
ative way to see your friends 
and family in person and give 
them a warm hug, a gentle, 
sweet kiss, a friendly hand- 
shake in cold, snowy days and 
a gift full of love and care, 
rather than just a physical 
gift. A greeting card with 
lovely kind words also makes 
a big impact. 

This is a fact: It's easy to get 
overwhelmed by the prospect 
of purchasing - or making - 
holiday gifts. A gift exchange 


should be fun, so don't let that 
suck the joy out of the actual 
act of giving itself. With the 
right approach, it can also be 
imaginative, rewarding, and 
yes, even a way to cut back on 
presents. 

Holiday party planners, eti- 
quette experts, and readers 
share strategies for making 
gift exchange more memo- 
rable. 

Also, there is a power be- 
hind every unique prayer. Be- 
cause any person, while 
praying, will have an only 
positive thought in their 
mind. 

This positive thought gives 
us positive energy, and that 
drives us to make things suc- 
cessful. So, the power of 
prayer done worldwide helps 
to spread love and peace in 
our world. 

Enjoy! Happy Holidays and 
a very Merry Christmas! 


Get your free issue WEEKLY! Subscribe at www.PeelWeeklyNews.com 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


The holidays are upon us. 
So much to see and feel. So 
much lovely decorations sur- 
round us. All the beautiful 
colours and feelings surround 
this season. 

No matter what religion or 
heritage, it does affect all of 
us. Enjoy it. 

The downside of this is the 
stress created of getting 
everything together, being 
with family and friends, and 
buying the perfect gifts. 

Entertainment is big at this 
time. We have to have the 
right clothes, food and design 
in our home. Even if we go 
somewhere and have to bring 
gifts and food, it is still a 
thought process we _ go 
through. What is right for the 
occasion or what do I choose? 

Work is more stressed at the 
holidays. Will we have 
enough time off to do what we 
need to do? At work, we have 
the “other” family? 

What is right there and 
what isn’t? There are parties 
together and liquor is present. 
So many will drink too much 


PDN December 19, 2019 Layout 1 12/18/2019 9:53 PM Page 20 


or expose themselves to oth- 
ers as how they act. Some not 
so good and others tolerating 
their actions. 

Work also exposes us to the 
relationships of others and/or 
the lack of it. So many of us 
complain about our family 
members but so many have 
nobody. What is worse? 

So many enjoy the holidays 
differently. It is interesting to 
find out the different tradi- 
tions, routines or practices 
people have. Even the office is 
decorated with bright colours 
and baubles. So lovely at this 
time and a tribute to how we 
feel. 

You have children! Oh my, 
what do you buy as gifts for 
them to encourage them to 
feel special at this time? Santa 
is at so many stores at this 
time. So much tradition is on 
our televisions to encourage 
us to celebrate in a grand 
style. It is so tempting to go 
overboard at this time. 

I remember my grandson 
when he was a little bit older 
announcing in the summer 


time that he knows that Santa 
isn’t real. I looked at him and 
said very seriously that if 
Santa isn’t real, who will give 
him so many gifts? He thought 
about it and announced that 
Santa is REAL and he will re- 
main real! Very smart grand- 
son! 

Children are so blessed in 
our lives. They teach us inno- 
cence. I remember one Christ- 
mas when my second born, 
who was almost a year old. 
took more pleasure while my 
family were opening their 
presents of crinkling the 
wrapping paper. 

With each present that was 
opened, we threw him the 
wrapping and he sat there in 
the middle of all of us and just 
picked it up, crinkled it and 
opened it up over and over 
again. 

Over and over he did this, 
and in the midst of us, the 
pleasure of the gifts was more 
of watching my son do this. 
Such a simple act, but it was 
so beautiful to all of us. 

Mates or dear friends, think 
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about what would please us in 
a gift buying and sometimes 
they don’t get it right and 
other times, they do. So, do 
we? What makes us think we 
are more perfect than they 
are? 

Pleasing another person is 
very difficult, so that is why 
we can either re-gift or return 
our gift, so relax. So often, a 
simple act of rejection can 
make feelings on the day seem 
more hostile than it is. Is it 
worth it? 

Food is so big on this day. 
What is traditional for you? 
The turkey is popular. Cran- 
berry sauce is big. There is 
nothing greater than having a 
table with a beautiful table- 


cloth and fancy dishes and 
food galore. Faces of our fam- 
ily and friends surround the 
table. Take a picture and enjoy 
the memory. 

Okay, we complain about 
eating too much - but so 
what? Tomorrow, we will eat 
less or just leftovers and Janu- 
ary is coming along with our 
new diet plan. 

Enjoy the day and the festiv- 
ities and washing up the 
dishes after. So many don’t 
have this, so be grateful you 
do. 

The beautiful traditions, 
decorations, gifts, food, 


friends and family are part of 
the celebrations. So often we 
might complain about all of 


this, but in time, it will be a 
memory for all of us. 

What are you going to re- 
member? Make it special no 
matter how rich you are. Spe- 
cial is in what you feel about 
it. So be happy and use those 
wonderful feelings in all that 
you do. Wish everyone a beau- 
tiful holiday so that you keep 
reminding yourself that is 
what is important. 

Enjoy the days and the cele- 
brations - it is worth it. Teach 
yourself to be special each 
month of the year even after 
the holidays end. It is so 
worth it. 

Enjoy the day, no matter 
when it is. 


Christmas - A Universal Celebration 


by Vidya Gopaul 


As we all know, Christmas 
is a special occasion when 
we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, which happened 


more than two thousand 
years ago in Bethlehem. 


Bethlehem lies ten kilo- 
metres south of the city of 
Jerusalem, in the fertile 
limestone hill country of 
the Holy Land. 

Since at least the second 


century A.D.. people have 
believed that the place 
where the Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, now 
stands is where Jesus was 
born. 


Together with my family, 
I had the privilege to visit 
the Church of the Nativity 
in 1998 on the way to our 
Baha’i pilgrimage in the city 
of Haifa, Israel. 

We took a taxi from 
Haifa, where we were stay- 
ing. to go to Bethlehem. Just 
north of Haifa, in Lebanon, 
we could hear the sound of 
bombings - and yet, when 
we reached the entrance of 
the Church of Nativity, you 
could feel the tranquility, 
peace and joy. Most impor- 
tantly, you get a spiritual 
experience which is literally 
out of this world - you can- 
not explain it; you can only 
experience it. 

The entrance is very 
small, and hence you have 
to bend to enter, which in 
my opinion shows a sign of 
respect and_ reverence. 
From outside the church, it 
looks like a very simple old 
building. But when you 
enter the inside, it is totally 
different. It is very beauti- 
ful, exquisite and it lifts 
your spirit so high that you 
can feel you can touch 
heaven. 

We were blessed and for- 
tunate to see the exact place 
where Christ was born, the 


spot where he was given 
the bath before his crucifix- 
ion, the place where the 
three Marys stood to see 
their beloved soul was 
being carried to be cruci- 
fied. 

We also saw the exact 
place where Christ was cru- 
cified, the cave where His 
body was laid to rest and 
later on He was _ resur- 
rected. Not too many of us 
get to see this special place, 
but we were very fortunate 
to feel that experience once 
in a lifetime. 

Christmas is a universal 
celebration which is cele- 
brated in every corner of 
the world by almost every 
walk of life, irregardless of 
one's religious belief. It is 
more prevalent in Canada 
than in anywhere in the 
world. 

With the advent of global- 
ization and allowing so 
many immigrants to come 
to Canada, interfaith mar- 
riages have increased dra- 
matically - Hindus marring 
Christians, Jews marrying 
Christians, Muslim marry- 
ing Christians, Muslims 
marrying Sikhs, Tamils 
marrying Muslims and so 
on. 


The one thing that they all 
have, in most part, in com- 
mon is Christmas. Christ- 
mas is the only religious 
celebration that I have seen 
that have taken precedence 
in a multicultural family. 

Christmas is the only time 
we all come together; either 
we are Baha'i, Hindu, Mus- 
lim, Jew, Buddhist, Tamil, 
Telegu, Sikh and Jain to 
name a few. 

This is the only celebra- 
tion that binds us all to- 
gether. Either we are all 
white, black, blue, brown, 
yellow or any other colour, 
at least for one day - and 
that is on Christmas Day. 

I have seen families who 
resisted celebrating Christ- 
mas at the beginning be- 
cause of their religious or 
any other belief. but even- 
tually succumbed to the 
idea of Christmas festivi- 
ties, either because their 
children have more Chris- 
tian friends or they did not 
want to be left out during 
one day of togetherness. 

As this year is coming to 
an end, I wish all my fans 
and public at large a very 
Merry Christmas and a very 
Happy New Year for 2020. 
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LAUNCHING TECH CAREERS, 
TRANSFORMING LIVES. 


oly. Train. Hired. — 


Job Training - Certification - Professional Skills - Life Skills - Job Placement 


18-29 years old? 
Begin your tech career by completing our 
free Junior IT Analyst Program in only 15 weeks. 


forinfo = Important Information : 


} oO Monday to Friday - January 20 - May 1, 2020 


Locations: Mississauga, Markham, Toronto 


Contact Sheryl! Smith - 647-689-5850 ext 107 
www. .npowercanada.ca/youth 
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MIB 
O/T 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


THE COMPASS 


KHHEKHEEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 


we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 

How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 

* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive www.thecompass.ca 
* Follow us on social media f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Concluding a Successful Legislative Session at Queen’s Park 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Last week, the Ontario 
Legislature recessed for 
2019, wrapping up a pro- 
ductive fall legislative ses- 
sion where our 
government continued de- 
livering on key priorities, 
including in health care, 
consumer protection, jus- 
tice, and economic devel- 
opment. 

During this session, the 
Legislature passed five 


major pieces of govern- 
ment legislation, and we 
introduced an additional 
four government bills for 
continued consideration in 
the next session. 

With respect to health 
care, the Legislature 
passed Minister of Health 
Christine Elliott’s bill, the 
Foundations for Promoting 
and Protecting Mental 
Health and Addictions 


Services Act. This Bill es- 
tablishes a Mental Health 
and Addictions Centre of 
Excellence, which will 
work with Ontario Health 
to support and provide in- 
tegrated mental health 
care, act as a central point 
of accountability and over- 
sight, and be responsible 
for standardizing and 
monitoring the quality of 
care across Ontario. 


It also supports Ontario’s 
participation in a national 
class-action lawsuit 
against more than 40 opi- 
oid manufacturers and 
wholesalers. 

In 2010, I served as a 
member of the select com- 
mittee on mental health 
and addictions that 
worked over 18 months to 
recommend a comprehen- 
sive mental health and ad- 
dictions plan. 

This multi-party com- 
mittee worked coopera- 
tively and recognized that 
Ontarians must get the 
services they deserve. 

Today, this Bill positions 
Ontario as a leader in pro- 
viding stronger, connected 
mental health and addic- 
tions care system. 

On the consumer protec- 
tion front, Ontario’s Minis- 
ter of Government and 
Consumer Services Lisa 
Thompson has introduced 
two important pieces of 
legislation during this ses- 
sion to modernize differ- 
ent programs that are 
consumer-focused. 

The Trust in Real Estate 
Services Act, which has 
now passed second read- 
ing, aims to modernize On- 


tario’s real estate sector 
with the support of key 
stakeholders including the 
Ontario Real Estate Associ- 
ation. 

This bill, if passed, would 
increase consumer confi- 
dence, enhance standards 
for real estate profession- 
als and brokerages, and 
provide additional flexibil- 
ity to keep pace with a 
modern marketplace. 

Additionally, we intro- 
duced the Rebuilding Con- 
sumer Confidence Act to 
address significant public 
concerns with the Tarion 
Warranty Company. 

If passed, it would over- 
haul the Ontario new 
home warranties and pro- 
tection program, and 
would reform Tarion in 
order to ensure it becomes 
consumer-focused. 

Modernizing Ontario’s 
justice sector has also been 
top-of-mind during this 
legislative session. Attor- 
ney General Doug Downey 
introduced the Smarter 
and Stronger Justice Act. If 
passed, it will modernize 
the judicial system by im- 
proving how legal aid serv- 
ices are delivered, class 
actions are handled, and 


how court processes are 
administered. 

It also modernizes the 
law around property for- 
feiture to make it harder 
for criminals, including 
those involved in organ- 
ized crime such as human 
trafficking, to hold on to 
the proceeds of their 
crimes. 

In memory of Gord 
Downie, the legislature 
passed Bill 6, Poet Laure- 
ate of Ontario Act. The Bill 
establishes the office of the 
Poet Laureate of Ontario to 
promote art and literacy, 
celebrating Ontario and its 
people and raising the pro- 
file of Ontario poets. 

Finally, we have passed a 
number of other bills that 
I have written about in de- 
tail in previous columns, 
including the Provincial 
Animal Welfare Services 
Act, the Better for People, 
Smarter for Business Act, 
and the 2019 Fall Eco- 
nomic Statement. 

For more information 
about our government’s 
work over this legislative 
session, visit — sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or call 1-800- 
265-1603. 


Juried Show of Fine Arts returns to Art Gallery of Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 


A long-running fine arts 
show returns for a two- 
month celebration of col- 
laborative energy and 
interactive art. 

Visual Arts Mississauga 
(VAM) will kick off its 
42nd annual Juried Show 
of Fine Arts next year with 
a mix of eclectic artwork 
from over 40 new and es- 
tablished artists. 

The show, which runs 
from Jan. 16 - Mar. 14, 
2020, will see works from 
a variety of artists dis- 
played at the Art Gallery 
of Mississauga (AGM) for 
public review and discus- 
sion, along with a number 
of artist-oriented activi- 
ties and _ presentations 
held throughout the show. 

Artists throughout On- 
tario have participated in 
the annual show, and this 
year proves to be no ex- 
ception, with a variety of 
emerging and established 


creators set to display 
their pieces, including 
Peter Adams, Khadija Aziz, 
Kaitlin Brough, Carol 
Cheong, Pat Dumas- 
Hudecki, Elizabeth Elkin, 
Fiona Freemark, Stuart 
Godfrey, Sara Heinonen, 
Lisa Jayne Irvine, Gustavo 
Jabbaz, Mihyun Maria Kim 
and many more. 

The event continues to 
grow each and every year, 
said organizer Annis 
Karpenko, who spoke to 
Peel Weekly News last 
year regarding the event 
and the connection be- 
tween the AGM and Visual 
Arts Mississauga. 

“Our partnership with 
the AGM is indicative of 
the collaborative energy 
that flows between Missis- 
sauga’s arts, culture and 
heritage organizations,” 
Karpenko said. 

VAM has__ collaborated 
with the AGM for the last 


31 years on the arts show, 
and has built up the event 
as a place where creators 
can submit their best work 
for review and discussion. 
Submissions for the 
show are received digi- 
tally, and the variety of ac- 
cepted mediums has 
grown to include photog- 
raphy, video and new 
media. What remains the 
same is the selection crite- 
ria, says VAM - jurors are 
charged to select works 
deemed to be the most in- 
teresting, unique and com- 
pelling in content, while 
also exemplifying a high 
degree of technical skill 
and competency. Each art- 
work is judged on the 
merit of the submission. 
This year’s judging 
panel, who will be review- 
ing 214 submissions and 
deciding on the top 40 
works, include Anahita 
Azrahimi, Carlo Cesta, and 


Fausta Facciponte, who 
will be judging the pieces 
on a variety of factors. 
The juried show will 
begin with an opening 
night reception and 
awards presentation on 


Thursday, Jan. 16, 2020, 
from 6 - 8 p.m. at the AGM 
(300 City Centre Drive, 
ground floor of the Mississ 
auga Civic Centre). A “ju- 
rors' walk the talk”, fea- 
turing 


juror Fausta 


Facciponte discussing the 
works selected, will also 
be held on Feb. 15, 2020, 
from 1-3 p.m. 

For more information, 
visit visualartsmissis- 
sauga.com. 
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Live music, fireworks rock Peel this New Year's Eve! 


by Alex Gregory 


It's the most wonderful 
time of the year - with tens of 
thousands of residents and 
visitors set to visit Peel this 
New Year's Eve (Tuesday, Dec. 
31) for a variety of celebra- 
tions being held throughout 
the region. 

There's plenty of reason to 
celebrate, as live music, activ- 
ities, cross-cultural celebra- 
tions will be displayed at 
various locales throughout 
Brampton, Caledon and Mis- 
sissauga - and plenty of fire- 
works to close out the 
evening! 

Some of the New Year's Eve 
activities being held through- 
out Peel include: 


Brampton: 


It's a new decade - and 
Brampton is set to ring it in 
with a massive lineup of live 
entertainment as the clock 
counts down to 2020! 

JUNO award-winning band 
MAGIC! will be the headliner 
for the city’s New Year’s Eve 
2020 celebration. A free live 
concert will be held in Garden 
Square from 8 p.m. - 12 a.m., 
featuring a variety of acts and 
performers. 

The party starts with a live 
DJ set by DJ Fizza at 8 p.m., 
hosted by KISS 92.5's Shem. 
Then, the action kicks off 
early as the first fireworks 
display will take place at 9 
p.m., followed by hip-hop and 
R&B cover band Wing Night, 
beginning at 9:15 p.m. 

“We're excited to host in- 
credible live entertainment, 
family-friendly activities, and 
not one, but two fireworks 
displays throughout the 
night," said Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown last week. 

Canadian reggae fusion 


band and Brampton’s New 
Year’s Eve 2020 headliner 
MAGIC! will take the stage 


just after 11 p.m., leading the 
crowd up to the countdown 
and second fireworks display 
at midnight. 

MAGIC! is a Toronto-bred, 
Los Angeles-based quartet 
who scored the song of the 
summer, “Rude” - a buoyant 
reggae-pop tune that held the 
No. 1 spot on the Billboard 
Hot 100 for six weeks, charted 
in 41 countries, sold more 
than ten million singles, 
racked up more than 500 mil- 
lion streams and boasts more 
than 1.3 billion views on 
VEVO. Over the past five 
years, MAGIC! has established 
itself as a bonafide sensation 
thanks to its undeniably 
catchy sound, superlative 
songwriting, and masterful 
musicianship. The quartet is 
back with their new album 


“Expectations”, including 
smash hits “Kiss Me” and “Ex- 
pectations”. 


An assortment of family- 
friendly activities will run at 
City Hall throughout the 
evening, from 6:30 - 9 p.m., 
including a kids dance party, 
a magic show, crafts, and 
photo ops in the City Hall 
Atrium. At Gage Park, families 
can enjoy the skating trail and 
thousands of sparkling winter 
lights. Families can then make 
their way to Garden Square to 
catch the early fireworks 
show at 9 p.m. 

Brampton Transit will be 
free to ride on New Year's 
Eve, from 7 p.m. until end of 
service. For more informa- 
tion, visit 
brampton.ca/newyearseve. 

Rollerplex Entertainment 
Centre (284 Orenda Road) 
will host a rocking celebra- 
tion, running from 9 p.m. - 1 
a.m., featuring plenty of 
music, appetizers, alcohol- 
free wine and more to help 
guests kick off 2020 in style. 
Admission is $15 for guests 


eight and over ($10 for those 
who don't plan to skate), with 
skate rentals running $4.50. 
To purchase tickets, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/new-years- 
eve-roller-skate-countdown- 
tickets-83340213823. 

The Courtyard Marriott 
Brampton (90 Biscayne Cres- 
cent) will also host its New 
Year's Eve 2020 celebration, 
beginning at 7 p.m. and con- 
tinuing right through mid- 
night. This event has been a 
sell out affair for the last five 
years, and includes a live 
band, DJ, entertainment, din- 
ner, raffle draw and much 
more! One lucky winner will 
also receive a pair of tickets 
from Turkish Airlines for 
round-trip tickets anywhere 
in the world! 

Tickets for the event are $75 
(tax included), with dinner 
beginning at 9:30 p.m. For 
more information or to pur- 
chase tickets, call (905)460- 
3510 or visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/new-years- 
eve-party-2020-tickets- 
83935837349. 

After six consecutive sold- 
out years, Bhai Bhai Enter- 
tainment will bring its 
Bollywood Hungama celebra- 
tion back to Chandni Banquet 
Hall (125 Chrysler Drive) for 
the NYE 2020 celebration! 

Billed as "the best and the 
most spectacular NYE party in 
town", this celebration will 
include a wide assortment of 
entertainment, including live 


DJ'ing, 
music from Sunil and 
Vaishali, belly dancers, 


mouth-watering appetizers, a 
massive buffet dinner (vege- 
tarian option available), 
desserts, a champagne toast 
at midnight, photo booth, 
party favours and much more! 

Tickets are $55, with a VIP 
option (premium seating and 
1 bottle of wine or 2 free pre- 


mium drinks) available for 
$70. The event kicks off at 7 
p-m. For tickets, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/nye-2020- 
bollywood-hungama-tickets- 
82269916535 

Oscar's Roadhouse (1785 
Queen Street East) will also 
ring in NYE in style at "the 
best party venue in Bramp- 
ton", beginning at 7 p.m. 
Guests can ring in the new 
year with Oscar's and Wicked 
Truth performing live, plus 
plenty of party favours and 
champagne at midnight. Tick- 
ets are $15 for the celebration, 
and can be purchased by vis- 
iting eventbrite.ca/e/new- 
years-eve-tickets-8222661702 


5. 
Bombay Palace (200 Ad- 
vance Boulevard) will ring in 
2020 in style at their NYE cel- 
ebration, beginning at 7 p.m., 
featuring a full buffet, DJ, 
dancing, hors’ d'oeurves, 
dessert table, champagne 
toast and much more! Tickets 
are $65 each, and can be pur- 
chased by visiting the Bombay 
Palace website at bombay- 
palace.ca/events/new-years- 
event-brochure. 


Caledon: 


A gala celebration returns, 
as the Royal Ambassador 
Event Centre (15430 Innis 
Lake Road) will ring in 2020 
with the 16th annual New 
Year's Eve Gala, which kicks 
off at 7 p.m. Guests will enjoy 
a massive buffet dinner, in- 
cluding a deluxe antipasto bar 
with seafood, risotto bar, 
lamb carving station, martini 
bar - not to mention a sit- 
down meal fraturing pasta, 
veal, seasonal vegetables, 
desserts and much more! 
Plus, guests will dance to the 
musical beats of Digital Disc 
Jockey Service as the clock 
strikes midnight. Tickets are 


$135 for adults, $130 for sen- 
iors and $65 for children 
under 12. For more info, call 
(905) 584-6868 or _ visit 
theroyalambassador.com/new 
s/new-years-eve-2019. 

If you’re looking for a more 
romantic dinner options, the 
Royal Ambassador's Con- 
sulate Restaurant will also 
offer a set menu, complete 
with romantic music. Diners 
can enjoy penne rigate, veal 
chps, chicken stuffed with asi- 
ago and peppers, Portuguese- 
style Sole and many other 
options during the dinner 
service. Tickets are $65 each. 


Mississauga: 


Celebration Square (300 
City Centre Drive) will ring in 
the New Year with high-en- 
ergy live performances, 
plenty of delicious eats anda 
massive fireworks show, 
which kicks off at 8 p.m. 

This year, the early-to-bed 
set can celebrate the festivi- 
ties early during the "NYE JR" 
event, beginning at 8 p.m.. 
This pint-sized party will see 
the Mini Pop Kids live onstage 
performing today’s hottest 
hits. Hosted by MCS emcee 
Selena Singh, NYE JR. will 
ring in the New Year for the 
kids, and still get them home 
for bed. 

Juno Award winning hip 
hop artist Jazz Cartier will 
headline this year’s event, 
with a bombastic perform- 
ance visitors won’t want to 
miss. Bring your dancing 
shoes as Spotify sensation 
Shope and pop dynamo LU 
KALA will keep the energy 
high all night long. Hosted by 
Mississauga’s own _ Scott 
Willats and MCS emcee 
Mariah Sousa-Sampson, Cele- 
bration Square will welcome 
2020 with a bang. 

Attendees can also ride 


MiWay free from 7 p.m. - 4 
a.m. on New Year's Eve. For 
more information, visit cul- 
ture.mississauga.ca/event/cel 
ebration-square/nye-2020. 

Oasis Convention Centre 
(1036 Lakeshore Road East) 
will host its New Years Eve 
2019/2020 celebrations, be- 
ginning at 7 p.m. Join guests 
for a fun filled night with de- 
licious food, fantastic music 
and dancing until you bring in 
the New Year. Guests will 
enjoy an antipasto buffet, fol- 
lowed by a three-course sit 
down meal, complete with 
wine. 

Of course, there will be 
plenty of sweet treats, party 
favours and balloon drops as 
midnight strikes! Live enter- 
tainment from Banda Unique 
Touch and DJ Wild George 
Ferreira will also be featured. 
Tickets are $125 for adults or 
$85 for children up to 14 years 
of age. For more information, 
call (905) 891-7777. 

Toronto's Official Bolly- 
wood - New Year's Eve Cele- 
bration 2020 will kick off at 
the Apollo Convention Centre 
(6591 Innovator Drive), be- 
ginning at 7:30 p.m. Get ready 
to celebrate New Year's 
renowned Indian DJ Smita, 
who will keeping guests danc- 
ing all night long with a vari- 
ety of Bollywood tunes. 
Guests will also enjoy a large 
buffet (appetizers/dinner) 
and cocktails, plus additional 
activities including a photo 
booth and kids' zone. Tickets 
range from $65 - 125. To pur- 
chase, visit 
eventbrite.ca/e/new-years- 
eve-nye-2020-torontos-offi- 
cial-bollywood-dj-event-with- 
dj-smita-tickets- 
79306472795. 

All fireworks displays at 
New Year's Eve events are 
weather permitting. 
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